
 

 

Wednesday 27th April, 2022 

On Monday morning I attended the Koo Wee Rup ANZAC Day service with our School 
Captains. Our school leaders did an amazing job representing our school proudly as they led 
the march. We were bestowed the privilege of carrying the RSL, Australian, New Zealand 
and Aboriginal flags for the duration of the ceremony. It was great to see a number of other 
students and their families in attendance.  
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I’d like to start this newsletter with a big welcome back to all of our students and families. Mrs 
McNaughton and I visited all classrooms first thing Tuesday morning and it was terrific to see our students 
so excited and happy to be back at school. We have a busy term ahead with lots of activities coming up 
including Education Week, Mother’s Day and many more which I will outline below. 

This morning Mr Dillon hosted the first Running Club session which was strongly attended. It was terrific to 
see so many students starting off their morning with a bit of exercise led by Mr Dillon. 

Over the holidays, the builders have been incredibly busy and we are starting to see some real progress on 
our new building. I have been informed that from this point on there should be no further delays. Later this 
week we are expecting the roof trusses to arrive. These will be delivered to the grassed area at the front of 
the school and another temporary fence will be erected to keep the area safe and keep our main path to 
the office accessible. This should only be in place for a couple of weeks. As we now have a significant 
increase in the number of tradesman onsite as part of the build, car parking is becoming even more 
difficult as the tradesman need to occupy a number of parks adjacent to the building site. Please be 
mindful of this and utilise alternate parking options in side-streets as necessary. 

Our gymnasium build is up to the ‘Detailed Design’ phase. Once I have updated images from the architects 
I will share these through a future newsletter. 

This Friday we are hosting our school Cross Country event. Our Foundation students will run their event 
from 9:05am with the oldest students expected to finish their event by 11:00am. Parents are welcome to 
attend to cheer on their children. Students from Grades 3-6 who qualify, will move on to the next stage and 
compete on Tuesday the 17th of May. 

Breakfast Club will be recommencing on Wednesday’s from the 4th of May. This is open to all students who 
would like to come along and enjoy breakfast at school with their friends each Wednesday morning from 
8:15am. Students who attend Breakfast Club are expected to remain at Breakfast Club until 8:40am when a 
staff member is on yard duty. 

Annual NAPLAN testing will commence from Tuesday the 10th of May for all students in Grades 3 and 5. 
This year, Koo Wee Rup Primary School will be participating in NAPLAN online for the first time. Whilst this 
is an exciting move forward it does create an extra layer of complexity for our students. Our students have 
participated in a School Readiness Test and a Practice Test already to assist with learning how to navigate 
the platform. As always, our teachers will prepare the students for this as best they can. It is important to 
remember that NAPLAN is simply one-test and provides a snap-shot of students’ ability at that point in 
time. For us a school it provides cohort level data which enables us to monitor the effectiveness of our 
teaching and learning programs as students’ progress through the school. With the change in format form 
paper to online, this year will provide us with valuable base-line data from which we will be able to 
compare our progress in  future years. If you have any questions regarding your child’s participation in 
NAPLAN this year please make a time to discuss with their classroom teacher. 

Last Term I sent out a flyer for our Mother’s Day afternoon tea on Friday the 6th of May. I look forward to 
having all our mums (or special guest) come along to enjoy a light afternoon tea here at the school. We will 
also be hosting the annual Mother’s Day stall. A big thank you to our Parents and Friends Group for 
organising this. 



 

 

Page 3 

P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

On May 11th Koo Wee Rup Primary School will be participating in Ride-to-School day. This will be an 
opportunity for students to meet staff members at a local park and ride to school together. More 
information about meet points and times to come home soon. 

We have a big week of celebrations planned for Education Week (May 22 to May 28). We are finalising a 
few last bites and pieces and will provide further information to families soon. He week will include the 
Lamont Book Fair and a book character dress up day on Monday 23rd of May. 

Mr Dillon has organised a terrific footy inflatables day on Monday the 6th of June. This event has been put 
off a number of times due to Covid-19 restrictions so it is fantastic to see the day finally going ahead. 
Students may come to school wearing footy colours / jumpers on that day. 

A reminder that Monday the 13th of June is the Queen’s Birthday public holiday and there will be no school 
that day. 

You may have seen in the media over the last few months, items regarding the education industries 
workplace agreement. After much negotiation the Victorian Government has come to an agreement in 
principle with the education union. Part of this agreement is a re-instatement of Professional Practice Days 
for teachers. Professional Practice Days provide teachers with a much needed opportunity to undertake 
additional professional learning, meet with colleagues and visit other schools for the purposes of improving 
their practice. In normal circumstances, schools would employ casual relief teachers to take a teacher’s 
class on such days. However, in the current climate there is a massive shortage of casual relief teachers. 
The Department has acknowledged this and instructed schools to hold a common Professional Practice Day 
for all staff on the same day this term and for this to be a student free day. Once this date has been 
decided by the school, we will inform parents so families can make necessary arrangements for their 
children on that day. 

In this newsletter I have included a cyber safety article on Minecraft. Minecraft is a terrific platform for 
creative minds and children can spend hours engaged in building houses, creating villages and exploring 
online worlds. I know my own son loves it. Like many games though there are some potential pitfalls within 
Minecraft that adults may not be aware of and these mostly fall into the aspect of the game that allows live 
‘chat’ within multi-player gameplay. This can be a great part of the game when monitored and the chat is 
only amongst known friends. It can become dangerous when un-monitored and open to anyone. Please 
take a few moments to read the attached info sheet on Minecraft and ensure your child’s settings are set 
to what you are comfortable with. 

At this week’s assembly Mrs McNaughton and I will be starting Principal and Assistant Principal awards. We 
will present one each at assemblies from this week. Students are nominated for the award by their 
teachers. Students receiving an award will also be presented with a ‘Principal’s Award’ or ‘Assistant 
Principal’s Award’ wristband which we encourage those students to wear proudly. All winners will be 
invited to an end of term lunch with Mrs McNaughton and I. Our first assembly for the term will be this 
Friday from 2:30pm in the BER. Parents are welcome to attend. 

 

Take care, 

Ben Zimmerle 

Principal 
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This is the final part of the information we are sharing with families, as we continue to strive for our 
families to know what it is that we are learning about through The Resilience Project and how you might 
embed the practices at home. I hope you enjoy the video from Martin Heppell on Mindfulness. There is 
also a final summary video that you might like to watch to complete the series of videos presented by 
Martin. 
 
Parent Information session – A reminder that we are holding our Parent information session on Monday 9th 
of May from 6:30-8pm. Parents can watch this from the comfort of their own lounge room or join us here 
at the school to watch the session. 
 
If you would like to watch from the school, please let the school know by Friday 6th of May through an 
email to the school koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
 
If you would like to watch from home, please register using the following link. Once you have registered 
you will receive the link to join. https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YmLGrZ40SIaYLMV1-
gylBQ 
 
For all those that attend the session, there will be a key question to answer following the session to go into 
the draw to win a Resilience Project prize! 
 
Kind Regards, 
Belinda McNaughton 

 
Part 4: Mindfulness 

 
The final presentation from The Resilience Project is all about Mindfulness.   
Mindfulness is our ability to be calm and present at any given moment. We practice this by slowing down 
and concentrating on one thing at a time. 
Thousands of studies have proven benefits include reduced stress, reduced rumination, increased memory, 
increased cognitive function and physical health benefits through improved immunity. 
View Part 4 of the series here - Mindfulness https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub/ 
Mindfulness can be practiced through meditation, yoga, flow-states and daily activities such as cooking.  
Source: UC Berkeley, Greater Good Science, American Psychological Association 
For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support Page - https://
theresilienceproject.com.au/support/. 

mailto:koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe0f544fe0965ce77f23b6380b1be1f14.tinyemails.com%2Ffed1e70b75fb1135585a91df3612e4a8%2F110933cd5705e239f8b2b96382b8c29b.html&data=04%7C01%7Cbelinda.mcnaughton%40education.vic.gov.au%7C048ef541836
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe0f544fe0965ce77f23b6380b1be1f14.tinyemails.com%2Ffed1e70b75fb1135585a91df3612e4a8%2F110933cd5705e239f8b2b96382b8c29b.html&data=04%7C01%7Cbelinda.mcnaughton%40education.vic.gov.au%7C048ef541836
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub/
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/topic/mindfulness/definition
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2012/07-08/ce-corner
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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Important Dates: 
A reminder that families can check their calendar of events in the Sentral Parent Portal 

or upcoming events 

 

Fortnightly from Friday April 29th - Assembly 

 

Friday April 29th - School Cross Country 

Friday May 6th - Mother’s Day stall and afternoon tea 

Monday 9th May - Resilience Project Online Parent Workshop 

Wednesday 11th May - Ride to School Day 

Friday 13th May - Year 7 2023 Applications due 

Tuesday 17th May - District Cross Country (Selected students) 

Monday 23rd May - Friday 27th May - Education Week 

Monday 23rd May - Book Dress up Parade 

Monday - Friday Book Fair 

Monday 6th June - Footy Day Inflatables 

Monday 13th June - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday 24th June 2:15pm - End of Term 2 dismissal 

 

School  C o m m u ni t y  Ne ws  


