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Principalõs Message 

Term 3 began with the pleasant surprise of having our gymnasium completed. Although 

it wasnõt quite ready for handover on day one, we were all thrilled to receive the keys 

during the first week. Our first assembly in the new space was a real highlight and it was 

terrific to have a few special guests in attendance for the event. Mrs Adams and Miss 

Misso are thoroughly enjoying teaching Phys. Ed. lessons in the new space which now 

allows the teachers to run a much broader sports program without limitations of 

weather, space or noise, as they had been for quite some time using the BER as a 

substitute sports space. The new gym also allows TheirCare to have their own defined 

space which I know has been warmly received by Deb and her team. Coming up on 

Friday the 23 rd of August we will be having an opening ôdisco-partyõ for our students. 

Information regarding this has already gone home via the portal and a flyer is included 

in this newsletter. This will be a fun, free event for our students with James, who provides 

instrumental music lessons here at the school, playing DJ for the event and DS Sports 

setting up an indoor inflatable for the evening. Our gymnasium will also be available for 

community groups to hire for events. There will be a fee attached to this and all money 

raised from hiring the facility will go back into ongoing maintenance costs and our 

school sporting programs. Now that the gym is complete, I am in the process of seeking 

proposals for a new playground from a number of suppliers. Once I have submissions 

from each supplier, students will have the opportunity to have input into the design of 

our new playground which will be very exciting.  

 

Last week, our Foundation students celebrated their first 100 days of school. The students 

looked fantastic, dressed up to the ô100 days brighterõ theme and had a fun day filled 

with activities based around the number 100 and a special lunch. A big thank you to 

Miss Robinson and Miss Lamanna for organising the celebration.  

 

As we celebrate the first 100 days of this yearõs Foundation students, we begin thinking 

forward to 2025õs intake. Our first transition session for the new year was held on 

Wednesday. A flyer is included in the newsletter for future dates. If you know of any 

families planning on sending their children to KWRPS next year, please encourage them 

to enrol as soon as possible to ensure they donõt miss out on any important information or 

transition sessions.  
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We have recently received our NAPLAN results, student reports are available to collect 

from the office. A key result that Iõd like to really celebrate and share with our community 

is our Grade 3 results in Writing. I have included a screenshot below.  

 

This is a really pleasing result for our school. This piece of data shows that 84% of our 

Grade 3 students that participated in NAPLAN have achieved results in the Exceeding or 

Strong band. Other schools in our network have an average of 72% of their students 

achieving a similar result whilst schools identified as having a similar demographic (Similar 

Schools) have, on average, 70% of their Grade 3 cohort achieving results in the top 2 

bands. This comparison shows that we are currently performing quite strongly in this 

aspect of the curriculum. Over the last 4 years, a couple of key pieces of work have 

been implemented at our school. The first being the Little Learners Love Literacy 

synthetic phonics approach in Grades Foundation to 2; this yearõs Grade 3 students are 

the first students that experienced a solid couple of uninterrupted years of learning with 

this approach. Additionally, in 2022 we developed a whole school approach to the 

teaching of Writing which Mrs Cruse led the implementation of in 2023. With both of the 

above -mentioned pieces of work now a part of our daily classroom practice across the 

school, it is great that the results tell us we are on the right path with our teaching 

approach.  

 

Not long after I began at Koo Wee Rup Primary School, we went through a Review 

process. All Victorian Government schools must go through this process every 4 years 

and our next Review will be happening in Term 1, 2025. Through a School Review, the 

Reviewer, our Senior Education Improvement Leader and other members of the panel 

examine items for school compliance. These include ensuring our school policies align 

with Department templates, we abide by and meet the Child Safe Standards and that 

we implement the curriculum appropriately. These items are examined against our 

overall school performance and a list of recommendations will be created that will drive 

creation of our next School Strategic Plan which will guide our future work from 2025 to 

2029. Through the Review process there will be opportunities for parents and students to 

have input via focus groups and forums with the Reviewer.  

 

The week before last, our Grade 5/6 students attended their camp to Sovereign Hill. 

Thankfully the weather was kind, enabling our staff and students to enjoy all that 

Sovereign Hill has to offer during the experience. A big thank you to our Grade 5/6 

teachers and ES staff along with Miss Misso and Mrs Cameron who also attended the 

camp. A special thank you to Brian Harlow from Koo Wee Rup Youth Services who also 

attended the camp.  
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Over the next few weeks we have a number of exciting events happening. On 

Wednesday, we had 3x teams of students representing KWRPS at the AFL 9s football 

competition. I joined Miss Misso coaching one of the teams on the day, along with 

parent volunteer Vojtek Szymanski. A big thanks to Miss Tammy who has trained the 

teams and supported Miss Misso with team selection.  

 

Yesterday we held our whole school House Athletics day. For the first time, we held the 

event off -site at Casey Fields athletic track. This has been an enormous event to organise 

so a big thank you must go to Mrs Adams and Miss Misso for this!  

 

Sticking with the sporting theme, tomorrow we are holding our own mini -Olympics day. 

All students have been allocated a country to represent on the day and are  

encouraged to come to school dressed in that countryõs colours. The day will begin with 

an opening ceremony in the Gym. Through the day, students will participate in a range 

of tabloid style sports and games. The day will conclude with a closing ceremony after 

lunch where we will recognize the countries that finished 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. 

 

Book Week is coming up, commencing on Monday the 19 th of August. To start the week 

we will be having a Book Character Dress Up Day parade. This will be held in our gym, 

and excitingly, the kinder next door will be joining us for the first time. More information 

regarding Book Week will be provided separately.  

 

Our Parents and Friends group are currently running the annual Cookie Dough 

Fundraiser. Orders for this close on Monday the 26 th of August. A flyer for the fundraiser is 

included elsewhere in the newsletter.  

 

Coming up in September, we will once again hold our Fathersõ Day breakfast and stall. A 

big thanks in advance to the Koo Wee Rup and Lang Lang Rotary Club for their ongoing 

support of this event.  

 

Ms Donisi and Miss Lamanna are currently in the process of planning our Term 3 The 

Fathering Project event. Information regarding this will come home to families in the 

coming weeks.  
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I have noticed of late, quite a few students wearing non -school uniform jumpers. I ask 

parents to please support us in ensuring students wear the correct uniform. If any families 

are having financial difficulty with purchasing a jumper or other uniform items, please 

contact the office as we have the facility to support a number of families through State 

Schools Relief funding.  

 

Iõd like to congratulate Mr Hodgson in obtaining a promotional position starting from 

Term 1 2025 next door at Koo Wee Rup Secondary College. From next year, Mr Hodgson 

will be a Leading Teacher, working closely with Year 7 students. Mr Hodgson has been 

responsible for a number of important ôbehind the scenesõ tasks here at KWRPS including 

development and implementation of our whole school data tracker and has also led 

the development and implementation of a number of key practices around student 

assessments. I wish Mr Hodgson all the best for his new role.  

 

Take care,  

Ben Zimmerle - Principal  

Child safety and wellbeing at Koo Wee Rup Primary School: information for 

families and the school community  

 

Koo Wee Rup Primary School  is committed to providing an environment where students 

are safe and feel safe.  

Our child safety framework includes policies, codes and procedures that explain how we 

support and maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students and protect them from 

harm. These documents are available on our website: https://kooweerupps.vic.edu.au/  

We are also committed to continuous improvement of our child safety framework. We 

have recently reviewed our child safety policies and practices to ensure they are up -to -

date and effective.  

Our students and families are important partners in this process. We welcome your feed-

back or ideas on ways we can improve our approach to child safety and wellbeing.  

If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact Koo Wee Rup Primary School 

on 03 5997 1272 or at koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au.  

https://kooweerupps.vic.edu.au/
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