KOO WEE RUP
AW Primary School

Together We Learn August 2024

SPECIAL APPEARANCE FROM
Dj James and DS Sports

F-2 NO COST FOR 36
4PA TO SPA THIS EVENT 519PM TO 6:15PA

23RD OF AUGUST | AT KWRPS GYM




Page

Principal 0s Message
|

Term 3 began with the pleasant surprise of having our gymnasium completed. Although

it wasndt quite ready for handover on day one,
during the first week. Our first assembly in the new space was a real highlight and it was

terrific to have a few special guests in attendance for the event. Mrs Adams and Miss

Misso are thoroughly enjoying teaching Phys. Ed. lessons in the new space which now

allows the teachers to run a much broader sports program without limitations of

weather, space or noise, as they had been for quite some time using the BER as a

substitute sports space. The new gym also allows TheirCare to have their own defined

space which | know has been warmly received by Deb and her team. Coming up on

Friday the 23 o f August we wil/l be hawiamg yédn fopemiung
Information regarding this has already gone home via the portal and a flyer is included

in this newsletter. This will be a fun, free event for our students with James, who provides
instrumental music lessons here at the school, playing DJ for the event and DS Sports

setting up an indoor inflatable for the evening. Our gymnasium will also be available for

community groups to hire for events. There will be a fee attached to this and all money

raised from hiring the facility will go back into ongoing maintenance costs and our

school sporting programs. Now that the gym is complete, | am in the process of seeking

proposals for a new playground from a number of suppliers. Once | have submissions

from each supplier, students will have the opportunity to have input into the design of

our new playground which will be very exciting.

Last week, our Foundation students celebrated their first 100 days of school. The students

|l ooked fantastic, dressed up to the 6100 days
with activities based around the number 100 and a special lunch. A big thank you to

Miss Robinson and Miss Lamanna for organising the celebration.

As we celebrate the first 100 days of this yea
forward to 202508s i ntake. Our first transi tic
Wednesday. A flyer is included in the newsletter for future dates. If you know of any

families planning on sending their children to KWRPS next year, please encourage them

to enrol as soon as possible to ensure they dor
transition sessions.
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We have recently received our NAPLAN results, student reports are available to collect
from the office. A key result that 186d I|ike to
is our Grade 3 results in Writing. | have included a screenshot below.

NAPLAN - Students by Proficiency Levels €@

Exceeding or Strong students in 2024 (%) @

For students in Year 3, Writing

710%

Similar schools

This is a really pleasing result for our school. This piece of data shows that 84% of our
Grade 3 students that participated in NAPLAN have achieved results in the Exceeding or
Strong band. Other schools in our network have an average of 72% of their students
achieving a similar result whilst schools identified as having a similar demographic (Similar
Schools) have, on average, 70% of their Grade 3 cohort achieving results in the top 2
bands. This comparison shows that we are currently performing quite strongly in this
aspect of the curriculum. Over the last 4 years, a couple of key pieces of work have
been implemented at our school. The first being the Little Learners Love Literacy
synthetic phonics approach in Grades Foundati o
the first students that experienced a solid couple of uninterrupted years of learning with
this approach. Additionally, in 2022 we developed a whole school approach to the
teaching of Writing which Mrs Cruse led the implementation of in 2023. With both of the
above -mentioned pieces of work now a part of our daily classroom practice across the
school, it is great that the results tell us we are on the right path with our teaching
approach.

Not long after | began at Koo Wee Rup Primary School, we went through a Review
process. All Victorian Government schools must go through this process every 4 years
and our next Review will be happening in Term 1, 2025. Through a School Review, the
Reviewer, our Senior Education Improvement Leader and other members of the panel
examine items for school compliance. These include ensuring our school policies align
with Department templates, we abide by and meet the Child Safe Standards and that
we implement the curriculum appropriately. These items are examined against our
overall school performance and a list of recommendations will be created that will drive
creation of our next School Strategic Plan which will guide our future work from 2025 to
2029. Through the Review process there will be opportunities for parents and students to
have input via focus groups and forums with the Reviewer.

The week before last, our Grade 5/6 students attended their camp to Sovereign Hill.
Thankfully the weather was kind, enabling our staff and students to enjoy all that
Sovereign Hill has to offer during the experience. A big thank you to our Grade 5/6
teachers and ES staff along with Miss Misso and Mrs Cameron who also attended the
camp. A special thank you to Brian Harlow from Koo Wee Rup Youth Services who also
attended the camp.
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Over the next few weeks we have a number of exciting events happening. On
Wednesday, we had 3x teams of students representing KWRPS at the AFL 9s football
competition. | joined Miss Misso coaching one of the teams on the day, along with
parent volunteer Vojtek Szymanski. A big thanks to Miss Tammy who has trained the
teams and supported Miss Misso with team selection.

Yesterday we held our whole school House Athletics day. For the first time, we held the
event off -site at Casey Fields athletic track. This has been an enormous event to organise
so a big thank you must go to Mrs Adams and Miss Misso for this!

Sticking with the sporting theme, tomorrow we are holding our own mini -Olympics day.
All students have been allocated a country to represent on the day and are
encouraged to come to school dressed in that c

an opening ceremony in the Gym. Through the day, students will participate in a range
of tabloid style sports and games. The day will conclude with a closing ceremony after
lunch where we will recognize the countries that finished 1 st, 2nd and 3 rd,

Book Week is coming up, commencing on Monday the 19 th of August. To start the week
we will be having a Book Character Dress Up Day parade. This will be held in our gym,

and excitingly, the kinder next door will be joining us for the first time. More information
regarding Book Week will be provided separately.

Our Parents and Friends group are currently running the annual Cookie Dough
Fundraiser. Orders for this close on Monday the 26  t of August. A flyer for the fundraiser is
included elsewhere in the newsletter.

Coming up in September, we will once again hol c
big thanks in advance to the Koo Wee Rup and Lang Lang Rotary Club for their ongoing
support of this event.

Ms Donisi and Miss Lamanna are currently in the process of planning our Term 3 The
Fathering Project event. Information regarding this will come home to families in the
coming weeks.
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| have noticed of late, quite a few students wearing non -school uniform jumpers. | ask
parents to please support us in ensuring students wear the correct uniform. If any families

are having financial difficulty with purchasing a jumper or other uniform items, please
contact the office as we have the facility to support a number of families through State
Schools Relief funding.

Il 6d | i ke to congratul ate Mr Hodgson in obtain
Term 1 2025 next door at Koo Wee Rup Secondary College. From next year, Mr Hodgson

will be a Leading Teacher, working closely with Year 7 students. Mr Hodgson has been
responsible for a number of iIimportant Obehind t
development and implementation of our whole school data tracker and has also led

the development and implementation of a number of key practices around student

assessments. | wish Mr Hodgson all the best for his new role.

Take care,

Ben Zimmerle - Principal

Child safety and wellbeing at Koo Wee Rup Primary School: information for
families and the school community

Koo Wee Rup Primary School is committed to providing an environment where students
are safe and feel safe.

Our child safety framework includes policies, codes and procedures that explain how we
support and maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students and protect them from
harm. These documents are available on our website: https://kooweerupps.vic.edu.au/

We are also committed to continuous improvement of our child safety framework. We
have recently reviewed our child safety policies and practices to ensure they are up -to-
date and effective.

Our students and families are important partners in this process. We welcome your feed-
back or ideas on ways we can improve our approach to child safety and wellbeing.

If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact Koo Wee Rup Primary School
on 03 5997 1272 or at koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au.


https://kooweerupps.vic.edu.au/
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‘Footsteps into Foundation 2025’

Koo Wee Rup Primary School strives to ensure we provide a positive gateway into lifelong education for your child. We prioritise
the wellbeing of our students with the understanding that this underpins children’s ability to engage fully in the learning
process.

In the classroom we challenge our students academically through a differentiated approach to teaching, ensuring that the
individual needs of all students is catered to. Our curriculum and way of teaching is constantly evolving so that our teaching and
learning programs are developed in line with current research into educational ‘best practice’.

Our school motto of ‘Together We Learn’ is embedded through a strong professional learning program for all teachers to
constantly reflect and build on their teaching practice.

Our ‘Footsteps into Foundation’ transition program has been established for new Foundation enrolments as a bridge between
kindergarten and primary school. The program involves 9 planned transition sessions as well as a parent information session. As
Principal of Koo Wee Rup Primary School, | invite you to visit our welcoming and friendly school and see for yourself the high
quality teaching and learning programs on offer for all students.

To arrange your personal tour, please contact the school on 5997 1272.

. 4 Term 3 Transition (2:15—3:15pm)
o A Wednesday 7t August

Wednesday 21t August
Wednesday 4t September
Wednesday 18t September

Term 4 Transition (1:45— 3:15pm)

Wednesday 16t October

Wednesday 30t October
Wednesday 13t November
Wednesday 27t November

' State-wide Transition (9am - 1pm)
Moody Street, Koo Wee Rup 3981 Tuesday 10" D b Phone: 5997 1272
Website: www.kooweerupps.vic.edu.au uesday ecember Email: koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Come to school dressed up as yo* "

. favourite book character!
X when: 19th of Auqust +

Parade to start at 9:15 in the KWRPS Gyr}.

.++
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KOO WEE RUP
Primary School
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Welcome to the second half of the

year! The Foundation students

== have done well to settle back into

the routine and are eager to learn
new things this term.

In Literacy, we are continuing to learn our Little Learners
Love Literacy Stage 3 and 4 sounds. Students are also
exploring Information Reports and Narrative Writing.
Remember to encourage your child to keep reading their
levelled take home books at home and to fill in their diaries in
order to reach our termly reading goal.

In Maths, we have explored more Place Value concepts and
have been practising counting to and from 20. Students have
just begun looking at subtraction problems.

This term is going to be a busy one
with fun events including the
Recycling Incursion we had
recently. Students learnt about
what can go into each type of bin
and were taught why it is important
to be sustainable. We are excited to
have reached 100 days of school

and loved celebrating the day!
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i MELBOURNE
MUSEUM

In the last week of Term 2, Year 1/2 students went on their
anticipated Melbourne Museum excursion. We went to learn
more about Aboriginal and Torres Strait lslanders culture.
Though we also had a great time exploring all of the exhibits
which the museum has 10 offer such as the outdoor forest,
Horridus the Triceratops, old space and Earth rocks, mini
models and a history of Victoria.
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@ Over the past few weeks, we have been
learning about our final Play is The Way
Life Raft. This means we have now

o covered all of our Life Rafts and have
been incorporating them not only
throughout our Play is The Way games but °

also as an integral part of our school

culture. So, what are Life Rafts and what

o do they mean?

Life Rafts are guiding principles designed

to help students develop essential life

skills and positive behaviours. They

provide a framework for personal growth,

resilience, cooperation, and respect. By

applying these Life Rafts, students learn

to navigate challenges, work

collaboratively with others, and strive for

their personal best in all aspects of their

lives. Through consistent practise and

© reinforcement, these principles become
embedded in our daily routines, shaping a
supportive and inclusive school ®
environment.
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THE GOLDEN RULE

.
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You may have heard your children
talking about ‘The Golden Rule’ at
home. This was the first Life Raft we
learned and one we took our time
embedding into our school. We have
learned that it is important to treat
others the way you want to be treated,
regardless of how they treat you. This
foundational principle emphasises
kindness, empathy, and respect,
encouraging students to create a
positive and supportive environment for
everyone. By consistently applying The @
Golden Rule, we foster a culture of
mutual understanding and compassion

® 3

School is about stepping bravely into tl

he

unknown. The unknown is often uncomfortable.
The braver you are, the more you learn.

BE BRAVE: -\ PARTICIPATE\

T0 PROGRESS
-

\

The second Life Raft is to ‘Be Brave - Participate to Progress.” @
This principle teaches us to be resilient and embrace new
challenges. We have been learning that stepping out of our
comfort zone is essential for growth and that supporting each o
other during these uncomfortable moments strengthens our
community. By being brave and actively participating, we can
overcome obstacles together and achieve personal and

collective progress.
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'PURSUE YOUR PERSONAL
BEST NO MATTER WHO B AVE REASONS 7 anz THINGS
YOU WORK WITH _ YOU SA( A D DO
The third Life Raft we learned is to ‘Pursue The next Life Raft is to ‘Have Reasons For
Your Personal Best No Matter Who You The Things You Say And Do.” Through this, ®
Work With.” This Life Raft has been helping we have been learning to think carefully
us to work with others in a respectful about our words and actions. This
manner, even if they are not our close principle encourages us to be mindful ®
friends. This helps the students to become and intentional, ensuring that our
more adaptable and cooperative, @ behaviour is purposeful and considerate.
enhancing their ability to collaborate By reflecting on the reasons behind our
effectively with diverse groups of people. choices, we develop greater self-
It encourages them to strive for awareness and accountability, which ®
excellence in all situations, fostering a helps us build stronger, more respectful
positive and inclusive learning relationships with others. This Life Raft
environment where everyone feels valued empowers us to act with integrity and ®
and motivated to contribute their best. thoughtfulness in all aspects of our lives.
@ & @ @ @
Our final Life Raft is ‘It Takes Great Strength To Be
Sensible.” Through this, we have been learning the
w4 o s g il bz 7 i s )Y importance of making wise and thoughtful decisions, even
in tough situations. This principle shows us that true
strength means staying calm, thinking things through, and ke

making good choices. By being sensible, we learn to
handle challenges with confidence and patience. This Life

Raft helps us understand that being strong isn't just about
physical power; it's also about being smart and balanced
in how we approach life's ups and downs.

0
239

[ ] ® ® & “ i ®
How does playing games help us to learn these Life Rafts? ¢ _ =S
—

We learn these Life Rafts through games because games provide a fun and engaging way to practise
important life skills. When students participate in games, they experience real-life situations where they @
can apply the principles of the Life Rafts in a supportive and interactive environment. Games encourage
teamwork, problem-solving, and communication, allowing students to learn and reinforce these values
naturally. This hands-on approach makes the lessons more memorable and enjoyable, helping students to
internalise the principles and carry them into their everyday lives.
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Koo Wee Rup Theircare

We welcome everyone back for Term 3, the children were
excited to be amongst their friends and back into the daily
routine.

We have had some new children and their families join us this
term and our numbers are growing all the time.

Our July winter holiday program was a lot of fun for all the
children. We had excursions to The Movies to see inside out 2,
bounce trampoline park, we had a great time roller skating and
finished off with our super excursion to dinosaur world. The
children were amazed to see life size dinosaurs roaring and they
got to crack open their own dinasour egg to find a fossil inside.
We also had many fun in-house days, lots of imaginative play,
playing as a group, we also made lava lamps, woodwork,
cooking cakes and biscuits, we made time capsules plus many
more craft and sensory activities. Weather wasn’t great so we
enjoyed group games inside and the few times we went outside
we did Olympic Games and played in the sandpit.

This term will see our time in the BER building come to a end.
We will be moving into our new room in the newly built
gymnasium. Everyone is excited, but sad to leave the
community we have come to know while in the BER room.
Everyone has been super kind and made us feel very welcome
and we thank them.

We look forward to a term filled with fun and adventure making
connections and memories .
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