
 

 

Thursday  February 17th 

Our Foundation students have had a great start to school over the past few 

weeks. They are settling into the routine of school wonderfully and have 

enjoyed their first sessions at Italian, Art, Sport, Digital Technology and PMP. 

On Monday they attended their first school Swimming Carnival and had a 

splashing good time! They dressed up in their house colours and played lots 

of fun games. In the classroom, the children have enjoyed interacting with 

their peers, making friends, developing their social and language skills and 

learning through play and exploration. We are working together to get to 

know each other and establish new routines. We love being greeted by 

happy faces each morning and are looking forward to a fantastic year 

together.                                                                 

Miss Griffith and Miss Waldock 
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Before I begin, I would just like to say a big welcome back to all of our KWRPS families and a special 
welcome to our new families and their children. 2022 is going to be an exciting year at Koo Wee Rup 
Primary School. The first day of the year was quite a spectacle; I had not seen so many parents on our 
school grounds since I started at the school. It was fantastic to see and our playground felt alive and 
buzzing with new year excitement. Let’s hope that we are able to continue to welcome you all into the 
school throughout the year. 

The new school year has begun with a higher degree of certainty for our students than we’ve experienced 
in the last two years. This comes as quite a welcome relief as the shadow of impending lockdowns, school 
closures and Remote and Flexible Learning had become quite tiresome for us all. New challenges have 
emerged though with the new rules that have been imposed upon schools by the Victorian Government. 
I’d like to thank all of our parents for their ongoing support of the school in implementing these rules. 

I know that much of our school community has now been impacted by the Covid-19 virus, whether that be 
through actually having the virus or needing to isolate due to a household contact having the virus. It 
certainly presents ongoing challenges for us all. From a school perspective we have observed high levels of 
student absence. However it is not just impacting our students, as staff too are being impacted by the virus 
either through catching it themselves, or their children bringing the virus home from their school. Myself, I 
have not been immune and write this from isolation at home where my whole family have ridden the Covid 
wave this last week. I have to say I am looking forward to being back at school tomorrow. 

As the school continues to navigate its way through the current phase of the pandemic we are 
implementing a range of options. We replace teachers needing to isolate where we can with casual relief 
teachers and at other times we may draw on our tutors to take classes, and in situations where student 
absences are high too or we simply cannot hire a casual relief teacher, we will split classes. I hope that we 
have peaked here at KWRPS and the second half of the term sees greater stability and an ongoing 
reduction in cases across the school. For all those students and families currently at home with Covid-19, I 
wish you a speedy and full recovery. 

Last week we finally launched The Fathering 
Project at KWRPS. Rodney Eade (former AFL 
great) came and presented to a group of our 
dads on the importance of a significant male 
role model in the lives of our children. 
Although I couldn’t make the event due to 
isolation, I was pleased to hear the evening 
ran smoothly and ‘broke the ice’ for some of 
our dads. From here The Fathering Project 
group will plan our first dads and kids event 
which we aim to host later this term.  

Information will be provided through the 
Parent Portal once finalised. A big thank 
you to Mr Dillon, Miss Robinson, Mr Wigg 
and Mrs McNaughton for their 
organisation and running of this exciting 
event. 
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

As we near the 4th week of the 4-week trial of Rapid Antigen Testing for school staff and students I am yet 
to hear what the rest of the term will look like in that regard. As soon as the Government and the 
Department provide information I will share it with you all. 

This week we held our KWRPS swimming sports event. Thankfully Mother Nature was kind and blessed us 
with amazing weather on the day. From all reports the students had a wonderful time and our new House 
Captains did a great job in their new roles. Thank you Mr Dillon for your organisation of this event. Selected 
students who performed well on the day will represent our school at the District Swimming Sports on 
Thursday the 24th of February. Students through to this stage of competition will receive information on 
Wednesday. 

Now that we are all back into the routine of school, it is timely to remind you all of our before and after 
school supervision times. In the mornings, students should not be arriving to school until 8:40am. At this 
time, a staff member will be on yard duty. Prior to this time any students in the yard are unsupervised. In 
the afternoons, all students should be collected by 3:30pm. Afternoon yard duty for our staff concludes at 
this time. If you are unable to drop-off or pickup your children within these times I ask that you register 
with Their Care, our outside of school hours care provider. This will ensure that your child is safe, out of the 
weather and being properly supervised. I’d appreciate everyone’s cooperation with this. 

You may have noticed that our current building project has hit a standstill, which it unfortunately has. The 
reason for this is due to material shortages within the building industry. As a result of timber shortages, the 
building company made the decision to change to steel framing which necessitated additional architectural 
work prior to ordering the framework. I am anticipating work to recommence on the site at the front of the 
school in the coming weeks. At this stage the completion date has been pushed from the end of Term 1 to 
around May. In exciting news though, our Art Room is back up and running much to the delight of Mrs 
Ward. 

Behind the scenes work has continued with the gymnasium project with the architects on that project 
moving to the next stage of drawings. It is anticipated this project will commence with onsite work around 
mid-year, all going to plan. 

We are currently reviewing our Grade 5/6 camping program. Information regarding this has been sent 
home to families of children in Grade 5/6. 

A few reminders. We have a school curriculum day on Friday the 11th of March. No students are to attend 
school on this day, Their Care will provide care on this day.  Staff will be using this day to progress our work 
in Mathematics teaching that we began in 2021. School photos are scheduled for Tuesday the 22nd of 
March. Please ensure your child is wearing full school uniform on this day. All families should have received 
information about this already via the Parent Portal.  

Information will be sent home  later this week regarding  Get to know / Parent Teacher Interview sessions 
to be held on Tuesday 1st March and Thursday 3rd March. 

We are hoping to be back to having whole school assemblies shortly with the first scheduled for Friday the 
4th of March, providing we are allowed to do so. 

Finally, I’d like to congratulate Mrs Jess Ward, Mrs Marlee Adams and Ms Erin McMillan who are all 
pregnant. This is very exciting news for all of us and I wish them all the best for the safe arrival of their 
babies later in the year. 

 

Take care, 

Ben Zimmerle - Principal 
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Notify the school of your child’s absence 

Protecting the safety and well-being of children through the reporting and monitoring of 

absenteeism is the responsibility of both parents/carers and schools. 

Please remember to log your child’s absence using the Sentral Parent Portal early in the 

morning if your child is going to be away or late for school so your child’s absence can 

be recorded correctly. 

For further information on the processes and procedures our school uses to record, 

monitor and follow-up student attendance and absence please read our Attendance 

Policy which is available on the school website or by contacting the school. 
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S c hool  C o m m u n i t y  Ne ws  
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S c hool  C o m m u n i t y  Ne ws  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Team: 

 

We’re here to make BSC/ASC/HP the best 
experience possible. If you have any questions 
about the program, feel free to drop by and meet 
the team and see the program. 

 

 

 

Contact Service Contact Head Office 
  

Times 
  

Phone: 0437 713 566 Phone: 1300 072 410 Before School: 6:30am – 8:45am 

Email: kooweerup@theircare.com.au Email: info@theircare.com.au After School: 3:15pm – 6:00pm 

Meet service Coordinator:  

Naomi Perry 

Programming: 

Welcome to 2022.  

Our first week back was playing games, getting to know 
each other and welcoming new families to our service. 

Week 2 is all about routines and why we need them 
every day. What we do at home, what we do at school. 

Week 3 will see us talk about types of electronic games 
we play at home. The children will design their own 
iPads and phones, create a play station out of boxes. 

Week 4 will see us research, discuss and explore about 
dinosaurs. 

Registration and bookings 

To find out more about our program, view fees and to 
register, visit theircare.com.au and search for your 
school. Alternatively, please call Customer Support on 
1300 072 410. 
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Important Dates: 
 

Thursday 24th February 

District Swimming 

 

Tuesday 1st and Thursday 3rd March 

Get to know you / Parent Teacher Sessions 

 

Tuesday 22nd March 

School Photos 

 

Friday 1st April  

Colour Explosion (details to come shortly) 

 

Friday 8th April 

End of Term 1, 2:15pm dismissal 

    

School  C o m m u ni t y  Ne ws  

Congratulations to last weeks assembly award winners! 


