
 

 

February 2023 

The Foundation students have had a fantastic start to school with them settling into the 

school routine well. Students have enjoyed going to their specialist classes and exploring 

out in the yard during their play breaks. They have begun working on their sounds and 

alphabet with the students looking at the /m/ letter and sound. Students have also 

begun looking at the days of the week and counting to 5. The children have enjoyed 

making friends and interacting with their peers and teacher through play and 

conversations. We are looking forward to the wonderful year with our 3 Foundation 

classes! 

Miss Robinson, Miss Waldock and Miss Griffith.  
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A very big welcome to the 2023 school year. Koo Wee Rup Primary School has started 

the year smoothly with our students returning to school very settled after the Summer 

break. Our newest students, our Foundation students, have survived their first week of 

school, and similarly to the older students, have settled into the routines of school very 

quickly. 

 

Our first two weeks in the classroom this year, as in past years, is focused on what we call 

‘Learning to Learn’. During this period we focus our attention on developing positive 

relationships in classrooms, establishing good learning routines and behaviours, in 

addition to setting clear expectations for the year ahead. A new addition to classroom 

programs this year is what we refer to as morning circles. Based on some professional 

learning a number of staff undertook last year on the Berry St Educational Model, the 

morning circle is a short, 5-10 minute period of time where the class meets and partakes 

in the following activities; turn and greet the person beside you by name, sharing of any 

announcements, naming 2-3 values that the class would like to focus on for the day, 

identifying 1-2 expectations for the each other for the day, a positive primary (a short 1-2 

minute game or activity to build positivity and energy, and finally a ‘what went well’ 

where a couple of students may share a positive experience. The teacher facilitates the 

conversation, however the discussion is driven by the students. We are finding this is 

building some really positive energy in classrooms to start the day. You may like to ask 

your children about this. Later in the year, all staff will begin the Berry St Educational 

Model professional learning as we strive toward supporting all our students the very best 

that we can. 

 

Last Friday we had a Curriculum Day with all staff deepening their knowledge on best 

practice for teaching Place Value in Mathematics. As a school we are always refining 

our teaching practice and this professional learning has provided us with a lot of food for 

thought particularly in the ways in which we can differentiate our teaching in every 

classroom in order to cater to all students’ ability level. 

 

This Friday again we have a Curriculum Day scheduled so it will also be a student free 

day. This Friday, 17th   February, all staff will be working with an external facilitator to learn 

about the Play is the Way approach. Play is the Way is a methodology for teaching 

social skills through heavily scaffolded game play. As we progress through the year more 

information, including articles for parents, will be shared via the newsletter or Parent 

Portal so keep an eye out for those. 

 

Tomorrow (Tuesday 14th February) is school photo day! We ask that all students arrive at 

school on time to avoid missing their class photo. Additionally, please ensure your child is 

wearing full school uniform for their photo.  Orders close at 5pm today and must be 

placed via the Spargo Photography Website (information previously sent via the Parent 

Portal).   
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On Thursday (16th February) we have our whole school swimming carnival. Parents are 

welcome to attend. Students are encouraged to wear their House Colours on Thursday. 

The weather is forecast to be quite hot on Thursday so please ensure that your child has 

their drink bottle, hat and sunscreen that they can re-apply throughout the day. We will 

be taking down a number of marquees to assist in providing shade for students between 

events. Any parents that wish to collect their child early from the pool are welcome to 

do so, you will just need to see their class teacher and sign them out. 

 

On Tuesday the 28th of February and Thursday the 2nd of March, we are hosting our ‘Get 

to Know You’ interviews. These are a great opportunity for parents to meet with their 

child’s classroom teacher to share any information that you think will help your child’s 

teacher in supporting and teaching them this year. Information on booking an interview 

time has been communicated via the Sentral Parent Portal.  

 

In 2023 NAPLAN is a lot earlier than in the past and will be conducted between March 

15th and 21st March. Students in Grades 3 and 5 will participate in NAPLAN online (apart 

from Grade 3 writing). If you have any questions about NAPLAN or how to support your 

child in the lead up to NAPLAN please feel free to speak with their classroom teacher. 

 

Later in the term we will also be hosting The Resilience Project parent information session. 

This will be on March 21st and more information about this event will come home soon. 

 

Some of you may have noticed our school website was down over the Christmas period. 

Our webhosting company was having some technical issues which have now been 

resolved. When visiting the website, the correct address is https://

kooweerupps.vic.edu.au  

 

For those new to our school, please join the Koo Wee Rup Primary School FaceBook 

page. We regularly share information, snippets of classroom activities, sporting 

achievements and school highlights via this platform. Additionally, classroom teachers 

send home a newsletter once per term also.  

 

It has been noticed that on some morning we have a number of students arriving at 

school quite early. Our first staff member is on yard duty from 8:40am. Students arriving 

before this time are unsupervised. If your child needs to arrive early, I encourage you to 

utilise our out of school hours care provider, Their Care. Their Care also provide after 

school care. I encourage all parents to register with Their Care as they cannot take 

students that are not registered. It is free to register and that way the service will be 

available to you should you ever need it. 

 

At Koo Wee Rup primary School we really value the support of parent helpers. Being a 

parent helper comes in many forms and does not always have to be in your child’s 

classroom. To find out a bit more about how you could be a parent helper please 

contact your child’s teacher.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkooweerupps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc213498ab7f04b5d442b08db0d63fb90%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638118495291857066%7CUnknown%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkooweerupps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc213498ab7f04b5d442b08db0d63fb90%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638118495291857066%7CUnknown%7
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For further information, please see information sent via the Sentral Parent Portal or 

contact the office for further information. 
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Koo Wee Rup Primary School has been working with The Resilience Project for the past 

7 years. In 2023, we will again be working closely with The Resilience Project to support 

children as they build and develop strategies to support their resilience. Throughout 

each week, students will be explicitly taught the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, 

Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy (GEM +EL) along with new content of Connection 

& Vulnerability. 

A large part of our work with The Resilience Project is the connection between home 

and school. Using the tools from The Resilience Project are a great way to further 

support the work we are doing here at the school. Throughout the year, we will provide 

links, updates and invitations to parent sessions presented by The Resilience Project. We 

encourage all families to have a look at the valuable resources and join in the sessions 

provided. Below is the first of our information, where we introduce families to TRP and 

the principles we will be learning about at school. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me here at the school.  

Kind Regards, 

Belinda McNaughton 

Assistant Principal – Engagement and Wellbeing 

 

Part 1: A Refresh with Hugh: Embracing Your Season – Parent and Carer video series 

Throughout 2023, we will continue to work closely with The Resilience Project to support 

the wellbeing of our school community.  

The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-

based, practical strategies to build resilience. 

Our Partnership Program consists of online presentations and weekly lessons for 

students, professional development for staff, and Parent & Carer Hub (inc. digital 

presentations) for our parent and carer community.  

Over the coming weeks, we’ll be sharing the Parent & Carer Hub with you. The videos 

are 5-10 minutes long and will walk through the key pillars of resilience with some new 

content: Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness, Connection & Vulnerability. You’ll hear 

stories and be introduced to activities to show how these strategies can support your 

childrens' learning and development, and also support you as parents and carers.  

This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of 

our community. 
View the first presentation of the series here: 

Part 1 - Hugh talks about embracing the season you are in:  https://

theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-inspire-hugh-martin/d-carer-hub-

hugh/  In this presentation, Hugh shares his realisation of the importance of embracing 

the season (chapter) you are in at the present moment. For mental health resources 

and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support Page. 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-inspire-hugh-martin/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-inspire-hugh-martin/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-inspire-hugh-martin/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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It has been a wonderful start to 2023 with the Year 1s and 2s settling well into their 

school routines during our Learning to Learn unit. It has been lovely to see their happy 

faces each day as they enter their classrooms, seeing their friends and joining their 

morning circles. The children have been greeting each other by their names (there 

have been plenty of names for them to learn) and setting values and expectations for 

the day, before playing a quick game with a partner and having the opportunity to 

share announcements with their classes. 

 

In Reading, the students have been practicing their 

stamina to stay focused on their books for as long as 

possible in a short space of time. They have been 

reading with a buddy and retelling the stories they have 

listened to, including the characters and settings, along 

with the beginning, middle and end.  

 

In Writing, students have started their Writers 

Notebooks, including designing their front covers and 

creating writing plans through a brainstorm of ideas. 

They have written a recount about a game they 

played with their classes and focused on correct 

writing behaviours. 

 

In Maths, the students have looked at durations of time, such as seconds, minutes, 

hours, days, weeks, months and seasons. They have ordered these time periods from 

shortest to longest and discussed activities that take these different amounts of time. 

They have also started learning about calendars and how to find dates, the days of 

the week in which a date lands on and how to work out how many days occur 

between different dates. Students have practiced working in groups through maths 

games, focusing on getting ready, working together and packing up at the end. 

 

 

This term we’re looking forward to the swimming carnival, 

getting to know all the students and lots of learning! 
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Co mmuni t y  News  



 

 

Important Dates: 
A reminder that families can check their calendar of events in the Sentral Parent Portal 

for upcoming events 

Breakfast Club 8:15am every day from  Monday 13th February 

 

   Tuesday 14th February  School Photos 

   Thursday 16th February   School Swimming Carnival 

   Friday 17th February  Student Free Curriculum Day 

   Tuesday 28th February   Get to know you sessions 

   Thursday 2nd March   Get to know you sessions 
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Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information 

for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ 

Privacy Policy.  Please take time to read our school’s collection notice, found on our 

website https://kooweerupps.vic.edu.au   We ask parents to also review the guidance 

we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education (Google Classroom) safely 

at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after 

reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using 

Google Workspace for Education (Google Classroom), please contact the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for 

parents. This information is also available in ten community languages: 

Amharic  Arabic  Dari   Gujarati  Mandarin 

Somali  Sudanese  Turkish  Urdu   Vietnamese 

C ong ra t ula t io ns  t o  ou r  a w a rd  w inn e rs  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkooweerupps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2b392852f4704eeee9f408db08d3efea%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638113478577699226%7CUnknown%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farc.educationapps.vic.gov.au%2Fsoftware%2F26%2Fdetails&data=05%7C01%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2b392852f4704eeee9f408db08d3efea%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx

