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Welcome back to all of our families. 
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P ri nci p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

I’d like to start with a warm welcome to all of our new Koo Wee Rup Primary School students and their families. Addi-

tionally, a big welcome back to all existing students and families. It has been a really positive start to the school year as 

our students have transitioned smoothly into their new grade levels and classes. We do have plenty of new faces staffing 

wise, who have also settled in very positively to our school. 

 

We have once again started the year off swiftly with our whole school swimming carnival which was held last Thursday at 

the Koo Wee Rup pool. Mother nature was incredibly kind to us, providing perfect weather for the event. The students 

had a lot of fun, as did many of the staff who could not resist a dip in the pool. A big thanks to Miss Misso for her organi-

sation of the day, which overall, ran very smoothly. 

 

A few items of housekeeping for our new families and a reminder for others. In the mornings, students should not be 

arriving to school prior to 8:40am unless they are attending before school care or visiting Breakfast Club. This is due to 

the fact that we do not have staff on duty prior to this time, therefore any students in the yard prior to 8:40am will be 

unsupervised. Also, a reminder as we start the year, that we have a no dogs on school grounds policy. This is to ensure 

the safety and wellbeing of all students. I appreciate your support with this.  

 

School uniform is an important part of our school identity and, when worn appropriately, promotes school pride. For the 

most part, I’d like to thank and congratulate parents for ensuring their children have the necessary uniform items. Please 

continue to reinforce this with your children and remind them that local sports team hoodies, shirts and shorts are not 

part of our school uniform and students should refrain from wearing them to school unless there is a valid reason to be 

doing so. Again, I thank parents for their ongoing support. For families that may be experiencing financial hardship, we do 

have the support of States Schools Relief that can supply a range of uniform items. Please contact Therese in the Office 

(when she returns from leave) for further information. 

 

Toward the end of last year we ended up with numerous student scooters that had been left behind by students. Despite 

many reminders, the majority of these have not been claimed. I ask that you please check with your child that they have 

their scooter and if not, please come and collect from the Office. Unfortunately, this has continued into the start of the 

year. From next week, bikes and scooters left in the bike cage at the end of the day WILL NOT be brought into the 

Office, they will be left in the bike cage which will be locked at 3:45pm. 

 

As we move back into the daily routines of school from holiday mode, I urge parents to please ensure they read portal 

messages, the newsletter and become part of our school Facebook Page to make sure they are receiving all necessary 

communication. I understand the short turnaround leading into the Swimming Carnival, however our Office staff needed 

to contact many families to obtain permission so that their child did not miss out on the event. This meant that their time 

could not be spent on other administration tasks that make the Office a busy place at the start of the school year.  

Finally, a reminder regarding student mobile phones at school. In line with state-wide Department policy, no students are 

to have their mobile with them at school (or school events). Students that travel to school independently may require a 

phone, however they will need to drop this off at the Office upon arrival to school where it will be securely stored for 

the day. Students can then collect their phone at 3:15pm as they leave for the day. No student access to their mobile 

phone during the day is permitted. The school takes no responsibility to lost, stolen or damaged phones should students 

not follow our process. The above applies to Smart Watches (unless set to School Mode) and any other device with In-

ternet connectivity capability. 
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P ri nci p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

We do have some important dates coming up which I will highlight below so they can be popped into your calendar: 

 

February 14 – our first whole-school assembly for the year from 2:30pm in the Gym. All parents are welcome to attend. 

February 20 – District Swimming for students that have qualified – information to come home soon. 

February 28 - whole-school assembly for the year from 2:30pm in the Gym. 

March 6 – Meet the teacher open night 5pm to 6pm – information has already come home via the portal. 

March 7 – Curriculum Day – this is a student free day. Their Care will be available for students that require supervision. Staff 

will be undertaking first aid training on this day. 

March 14 – Curriculum Day – this is a student free day. Their Care will be available for students that require supervision. Staff 

will be undertaking professional learning in Mathematics on this day. 

 

Over the Summer break we had a last minute staffing change with Mrs Lowe accepting a position at Pakenham Hills Primary 

School. Miss Georgina Bulmer kindly stepped in to take the class for the start of the year. For those not aware, Miss Bulmer will 

be taking leave very soon to start her family. We have been successful in obtaining a new teacher for the 5/6L class. His name is 

Mr Ishan Qamar. Mr Qamar commenced with us on Monday. 

 

Mrs McNaughton has been working with a number of teachers through the end of last year and into this year to obtain some 

additional funding to provide further in-class support for some of our students. I am pleased to announce she has once again 

been successful in her endeavours. Consequently we are currently in the process of hiring some additional education support 

staff to join our team over the next couple of weeks. 

 

In the next week or two, I will be sending out some information regarding 2025 School Council elections. I encourage all par-

ents to consider joining School Council and if you have any questions please chat with Stacey Webb our School Council Presi-

dent.  

 

Every four years, Victorian Government schools participate in a school review. Through the School Review, which is conducted 

by an independent reviewer, the school’s progress over the last four years is analysed as is progress against the four-year Strate-

gic Plan. Below is an excerpt provided by the Department regarding the 2025 review process. 

Our school will be participating in the department’s new Intensive School Support (ISS) initiative over the next two years. As part of this, 

our school will receive prioritised support from the area and region, and priority access to department-led programs and professional learn-

ing. As part of the program, in 2025 we will have the support of an ISS Senior Leader (an experienced principal based in the region), com-

plemented by advice from an independent school improvement specialist who will undertake an alignment review between our school’s 

Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) and the supports provided by the region and the department. This alignment review will include field-

work at the school this term, including focus groups with staff and students, meetings with the School Council President, and classroom 

observations. 

I am excited about the review as the new Strategic Plan that will be written following the review process, will set the scene for 

our future work as we endeavour to improve our great school even further. 

 

Take care, 

 

Ben Zimmerle 

Principal – Koo Wee Rup Primary School 
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Fou nda t i on School  Ne ws  
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Ju ni or  School  Ne ws  
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We llbe i ng  Ne ws  
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H e a lt h  a nd P E  Ne ws  

Basketball Australia and Basketball Victoria are extending a special invitation to attend the 

Valley Ford Super Clinics on Friday 21st February with selected players from the Australian 

Boomers. 

  

As a school in the local region we are asking that you please share this with your school 

network and register your students for this wonderful opportunity to get active and meet 

elite Australian athletes. 

  

Whether new to the sport or already involved with a local association or Ford Aussie Hoops 

program these clinics are for children aged 7 - 10 and will be run by qualified basketball 

coaches. Our Boomers players will also be providing participants with helpful tips through-

out the session. 

  

Both sessions will take place on Friday 21st of February from 4:30PM – 6:00PM at the 

Gippsland Regional Indoor Sports Stadium (GRISS), Traralgon and Latrobe Leisure 

Centre, Morwell. 

  

These sessions are free to attend but you must be registered. As a bonus, all participants 

will receive a free t-shirt to take home. 

  

Regards, 
 
Basketball Victoria and Basketball Australia 
comms@basketballvictoria.com.au  

mailto:comms@basketballvictoria.com.au
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S c hool  C o m m u n i t y  Ne ws  
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A reminder that families can check for upcoming events in the Parent Portal calendar 

 Breakfast Club 8:15am every day  

 

School Assembly   Friday 14th February 

     Friday 28th February 

     Friday 28th March 
Uniform Shop    2:30-3:30pm     

     As above assembly dates  

 

Curriculum Days   Friday 7th March 

     Friday 14th March 

      

Labor Day public holiday Monday 10th March 

 

School Photos   Friday 21st March 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Im p o rt a nt  D a t e s  

CSEF– The CSEF applications are now open for our new families or existing that hold 

a current healthcare card. Hard copies are now available at the office. If you would 

prefer a digital copy, please call or email the office.  


