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The Friday before last was filled with excitement as the fencing finally came 

down from around the new playground. It has been absolutely fantastic to 

see the joy it has brought our students. The new slide in particular has 

definitely been a hit with long queues waiting for a turn every play time last 

week. As I write this, things seem to be settling with lots of students returning 

to their regular footy, basketball and tiggy games. Now that we have 

achieved our goal of a new playground, future fundraising activities will go 

towards shade sails. We are planning to plant some trees and have some 

seating built around the playground area next year.  
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Last Friday we had a number of Grade 5 students participate in the PLAY leader training 

which was organised by Mrs Kendrigan. The students that took part, worked throughout 

the day with facilitators to learn more about and to develop their own leadership skills 

which they will put into practise by running small games an activities for other students at 

lunch times. Monday was our first day of the PLAY leaders running sessions. Our PLAY 

leaders will be supported by two of our Education Support Staff, Miss Tammy and 

Jackson, who undertook the training with the students. The PLAY leaders will be 

identifiable out in the playground as they will have their own hi -vis vests to identify them. 

Any student is welcome to join in games facilitated by the PLAY leaders.  

  

We recently received our 2025 preliminary NAPLAN results. Whilst there is still some work to 

do, there are some key areas of achievement that Iõd like to highlight. 
Year 3  

Numeracy we saw a 14% increase in the number of students performing in the ôStrongõ 

band whilst also achieving a 15% reduction in the number of students in the ôDevelopingõ 

band. In Reading results indicate a 5% increase in students performing at the ôExceedingõ 

band.  

In Grammar and Punctuation we saw a reduction of 3% in the number of students 

performing at the ôNeeds Additional Supportõ band. 
Year 5  

In the Grammar and Punctation test we have seen a 6% improvement in the number of 

students that achieved results in the ôExceedingõ band. 

In Numeracy we had a 25% increase in the number of students performing in the ôStrongõ 

band whilst maintaining our 2024   level at òExceedingõ. Numeracy also saw a reduction in 

the percentage of students in the ôDevelopingõ and ôNeeds Additional Supportõ bands. 

Reading results showed a 2% increase in the number of students achieving at the 

ôExceedingõ band whilst also reducing the number of students in the ôNeeds Additional 

Supportõ band by 5%. 

We are still waiting on our Writing results.  

  

Recently we had two students, Elijah and Tameka, make it through to the Region level of 

Cross-Country running. Both students performed very well at this level finishing in the top 

half of the competition. Thank you to both students for doing a great job representing our 

school!  

  

We have recently appointed three new teachers to Koo Wee Rup Primary School. Iõd like 

to welcome Miss Van Der Hulst who started with us on Monday as the new 1/2G 

classroom teacher. Iõd also like to welcome Mr Brenton Fredericks who will be officially 

starting with us after the holidays as the new 5/6P classroom teacher. We have also 

experienced a small influx of enrolments in the Grade 3/4 area and will be growing by a 

class from Term 3. Consequently, we have also hired Miss Renee Drozdzynski (Miss D) to 

take this class and join the 3/4 team. Miss D has recently been teaching 5/6P as a casual 

relief teacher. Families of students in Grade 3/4 have already been informed of this and 

were provided the opportunity to nominate if their child wanted to move into the new 

class. All of our new teachers have been in to meet the students. An opportunity will be 

provided for families in the classes with new teachers to participate in get to know you 

interviews early next term. We also bid farewell to Mrs Herman who was working in 1/2K 2 

days a week in addition to some other roles within the school. We will undertake a 

recruitment process to fill her position.  
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Coming up later this week we have some of our Grade 5/6 girls competing in an AFL girls 

gala day. I wish all those participating the best of luck. Mrs Susigan will be coaching them 

on the day.  

  

Next Tuesday our Grade 5/6 students will be participating in the Grade 5/6 Winter 

Interschool Sports. I know all students will represent our school proudly. I wish them luck 

also. 
  

School Saving Bonus reminder and allocation to school activities  

The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus (SSB) ð a one -off support 

of $400 for eligible government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025.  

The SSB can be used for uniforms and textbooks until Monday 30 June 2025.  

Any funds remaining after 30 June 2025, including online voucher amounts that have not 

been redeemed, will become a credit to use on school activities. However, the credit will 

not be available on your family account at our school until late July. To use any remaining 

SSB funds to cover the cost of school activities in July, please refer to the SSB online system 

and allocate the funds to school activities before 30 June 2025.  

 

Last week I sent a portal message to families of Grade 5/6 students regarding online 

behaviour. I remind all families that student behaviour outside of school, including online 

environments, remains the responsibility of parents. If your child experiences harmful 

online behaviour please support them to take screenshots and report to the Victorian 

Police.  I will take this opportunity to remind all families of the legislation that was passed 

by the federal Government in 2024.  

 

On 29 November 2024, the Australian Parliament passed the Online Safety Amendment 

(Social Media Minimum Age) Bill 2024. The Bill sets 16 as the minimum age for social media 

access, requiring age restricted social media platforms to take reasonable steps to 

prevent underage users from having social media accounts.  

 

Further information about Bill is available at:  Online Safety Amendment (Social Media 

Minimum Age) Bill 2024 ð Fact sheet   [https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/

documents/social -media -minimum -age -and -age -assurance -trial -fact -sheet.pdf]  

I urge all parents to closely monitor the apps their child is accessing and to ensure that 

they are not accessing any apps where they do not meet age requirements. I appreciate 

your support with this matter so that we can keep all students safe.  

 

We have received a number of calls recently from concerned families and community 

members regarding student behaviour when crossing local roads.  Please discuss with 

your children the importance of road safety to ensure everyone is kept safe.  

 

Our teachers have been busily finalising end of semester reports. These will be published 

to families on Wednesday the 2 nd  of July.  

  

This Friday will be our final assembly for the term. Friday the 4 th of July is the last day of 

term, students will be dismissed at 2:30pm.  

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.infrastructure.gov.au%2Fdepartment%2Fmedia%2Fpublications%2Fonline-safety-amendment-social-media-minimum-age-bill-2024-fact-sheet&data=05%7C02%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.infrastructure.gov.au%2Fdepartment%2Fmedia%2Fpublications%2Fonline-safety-amendment-social-media-minimum-age-bill-2024-fact-sheet&data=05%7C02%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C
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Applications for CSEF close at the end of Term 2.  If you are eligible please contact the 

office for application forms.  
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