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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Term 1 has seemingly flown by! As I write this, we are only two weeks from the end of term, however 
there is still a lot of exciting things happening at Koo Wee Rup Primary School. 

Last Tuesday School Council met for the first time this year. I’d like to thank the following parents and 
staff for volunteering their time to be on School Council in 2023. 

Stacey Webb (President) Tiffany Sharples (Vice- President) Liana Krone (Treasurer) 

Melissa Meldrum  Angela Lacey    Emma Hura 

Tamara Magree  Matthew Hodgson (Staff)  Kirrilee Cruse (Staff)  

Belinda McNaughton (Staff) 

Throughout the year, if any parents have ideas they would like discussed at School Council, I invite you to 
approach one of the members listed above so your item can be discussed at a future School Council 
meeting. 

 

Since the last newsletter we have experienced some sporting success with Bailey from 5/6M moving 
through to the Division stage of swimming where he finished second place in two events. Well done to 
Bailey. 

 

Throughout this week our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students have navigated their way through NAPLAN 
testing. This is the first year with all testing being completed online, apart from the Grade 3 writing test. It 
is also the first year where testing has occurred in March rather than May. Results this year will provide 
our school with some valuable base line data to measure against in the coming years. It is important to 
remember that NAPLAN is a single test (in each subject area) on a single day and is not necessarily a true 
indication of an individual  child’s performance. As we know, many factors can influence how we think 
and act on a particular day and these things may of course impact a student’s results on the day. Our 
teachers who see the students day in, day out, across all subject areas are the ones that make informed 
judgements on a student’s academic performance across each semester so please do not use a single 
result as an absolute indicator of your child’s current academic ability. 

 

I am sure that you have all heard the media talking about the Victorian teacher shortage. This is very real 
and continues to impact us post pandemic. Whilst we are fortunate to have a full teaching staff, casual 
relief teachers continue to be in short supply. There are occasions where the teaching agencies simply do 
not have staff to send out to us. In these instances we do need to split classes. 

 

On the topic of absences, I ask our parents to please be understanding when your child’s teacher needs to 
take a day off. Our teachers, as amazing as they are, are still human which means they do get sick, their 
children get sick and they may at times have situations in their personal life they need to manage. I know 
that I would not want a sick teacher teaching my child so I ask that you please respect your child’s 
teacher’s need to sometimes take time off. Our teachers are committed to their profession and doing the 
best job they can for your children and in order to do this, they sometimes need to rest, recover and 
recuperate just like everyone else.  

 

Late last week we had our new flag poles installed at the front of the school. It is great to finally be able to 
fly our national flag alongside both the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags. Our Grade 6 cultural 
leaders have taken on the responsibility for raising and lowering the flags each week.  



 

 

Page 3 

P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Our school pet, Bluey the Blue-Tongue lizard has been growing so much. We recently purchased a new 
home for Bluey that provides plenty of space to grow, forage and hide. Bluey has become a much loved 
member of our school. Next term our Eco Leaders will be running some fundraising activities to support 
the ongoing costs for keeping Bluey happy and healthy. 

 

On Mondays at lunch time we have begun our school Garden Club. The last two sessions have seen 
students clear out dead plants and with the help of Joanne form Bunnings, plant a number of Autumn 
crops which I look forward to seeing grow. Thank you to Mrs Bencraft and Ms. Lamanna for their 
assistance with Garden Club.  

 

Work has begun on our Library renovation. We have had a builder in all week this week clearing out the 
old 1/2K classroom and refurbishing the space. It is anticipated we will move our whole school book 
collection into this space early Term 2 with students having the opportunity to attend library with their 
class once a week. This is going to be a terrific addition to our school. 

 

The VSBA (Victorian School Buildings Authority) have indicated to me that works will begin on our new 
gym next term. I have been informed that a portable toilet block will be delivered onsite during the 
holiday break in preparation  of demolition works to our existing toilet block.  

  

Tonight we are hosting a The Resilience Project parent session. We will be hosting this on a screen here at 
the school and encourage parents to come along. Please RSVP on 5997-1272. For those that attend in 
person, your name will go into a draw to win a small The Resilience Project prize. For those that cannot 
make it in person, please take the opportunity to log on and watch from home. The link has been 
distributed via the Sentral Parent Portal. I know that each TRP session I am part of I learn something new 
so they are always worthwhile. 

 

Wednesday evening we are hosting our first The Fathering Project event for 2023 here at the school from 
5:00pm to 6:00pm. I invite all the dads and father figures in our school community to come along with 
their kids for a fun evening of games. The Koo Wee Rup Men’s Shed will be putting on a small barbeque. A 
big thank you to Mr Dillon for organising this event. 

 

This week is Harmony Week. Harmony Week is about celebrating diversity and recognising the many 
cultures that make up our great country. On Thursday we ask students to wear something orange to 
celebrate our school’s Harmony Day event where students will engage in a number of fun activities 
related to other countries and cultures around the world.  

 

Friday will be our final assembly for the term. As always, this will start at 2:30pm in the BER. 

 

2023 school photos have been distributed. If you have missed out on ordering please contact Spargo 
Photography on 5942 5234. 
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Next Tuesday (weather permitting) we will be hosting a footy inflatables day to celebrate the start of 
football season. Students are encouraged to wear their favourite footy team’s colours on this day. The 
day promises to be a lot of fun. Thank you Mr Dillon for organising this event! 

 

On Friday the 31st of March we are holding a free dress day. We ask that students please bring a donation 
for the Easter raffle. A big thank you to our Parents and Friends group for organising this! Events such as 
this simply cannot operate without the support of our volunteer parents. If you would like to assist the 
Parents and Friends group please contact the Office and we will put you in contact with other members. 

 

Koo Wee Rup Primary School’s main annual fundraiser, the Colour Run, is coming up on Wednesday the 
5th of April. Please, wherever you can, support your child to gain as many sponsors as possible. Every 
dollar raised goes back into providing valuable resources for our students. In 2022, the funds raised from 
the Colour Run enabled us to purchase the Lego Robotics kits, along with other resources to enhance our 
school’s Digi-Tech program. I know these resources are used and loved by the students daily! This year we 
are adding an inflatable obstacle course to the colour run as well as coloured slime. It is going to be a 
terrific event. Parents are welcome to come and watch. If you would like to assist on the day please let us 
know via the Office. 

 

The last day of term is Thursday the 6th of April. On this day we will be drawing our Easter Raffle and their 
will be an Easter hat parade. Students are creating Easter hats in Art with Ms. Irvin. Students will be 
dismissed at 2:15pm on the last day. 

 

I hope that all our families have a safe and relaxing Easter holiday period. Term 2 commences on Monday 
the 24th of April. ANZAC Day is the following day, Tuesday 25th of April. 
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For further information, please see information sent via the Sentral Parent Portal or 

contact the office for further information. 
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Important Dates: 
A reminder that families can check their calendar of events in the Sentral Parent Portal 

for upcoming events 

Breakfast Club 8:15am every day  

Tuesday 21st March, 6:30-7:30pm - The Resilience Project Parent Session.  

Wednesday 22nd March, 5-6pm - The Fathering Project event. 

Thursday 23rd March - Harmony Day. Students are invited to wear orange. 

Friday 24th March - Assembly from 2:30pm 

Tuesday 28th March - Footy Inflatables Day 

Friday 31st March - Free Dress (Easter Raffle donation) 

Wednesday 5th April - Colour Explosion 

Thursday 6th April 9am - Easter Parade 

Thursday 6th April 2:15pm - End of term dismissal 

Monday 24th April - Start of Term 2. 

Tuesday 25th April - ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
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C ong ra t ula t io ns  t o  ou r  a w a rd  w inn e rs  


