
 

 

May 2023 

Bright and early on ANZAC Day morning our school captains met for the 

Koo Wee Rup ANZAC Day dawn service. Our captains did a commendable 

job leading the march with the privileged job of being flag bearers. Charlie, 

one of our house captains laid a wreath on behalf of the school. 
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Over the holiday period, some preliminary work has begun in preparation for the 

gymnasium building project. Adjacent to our new 1/2 building a relocatable toilet block 

has been delivered and through the course of this week it has been connected. We will 

begin using the new facility once demolition of our current toilet block begins. It is 

anticipated the project will begin in full toward the end of this term with an estimated 

construction period of 10-months. It is exciting to see this project finally beginning. There 

have been a number of holdups at the planning end due to rises in construction costs. As 

a result, the external aspect of the build has changed slightly from the original designs I 

shared last year. Updated images are included below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the second half of Term 1 we had the portable at the front of the school, behind 

the fire shed, renovated internally to become our school library. Whilst there a few 

finishing touches still to be completed, including lighting, we will begin transferring our 

book collection from classrooms to the library space. Once setup, students will have 

weekly visits to the library where they will be able to look at, read and borrow from our 

full collection which will be wonderful. 
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Our Bandicoot Habitat has had some further work completed with crushed rock 

delivered last weekend. Within the habitat space a path has been created and a large 

circular area in the centre which will become a teachable space for teachers to take 

their class to learn about the plants, insects and animals that visit the space. On the 11th 

of May we will be holding a planting day. On that day a number of volunteers will be 

attending to assist. Students interested in assisting will have the opportunity to do so. This 

has been a long time in the works and it is pleasing to finally get to this point. A Junior 

Landcare grant has been utilised to fund this project. 

 

Last Friday we held our school Cross Country event. It was terrific to see so many of our 

students challenge themselves and give their all to the event. A big thank you to Mr 

Dillon for organising the event. Students who qualified will be notified shortly and will go 

on to compete at the District level on the 16th of May. A big thank you to the many 

parents and guests that came along to support their children. 

 

On Thursday evening, parents are invited to join the latest The Resilience Project parent 

session. Information, including a link to the event has been sent home separately. The 

session begins at 6:30pm. 

 

In our Grade 5/6 classes, students will begin their Family Life lessons this week. These 

informative sessions provide our students with a sound knowledge base of the changes 

their bodies will begin going through as they change from children to teenagers. Your 

child may come home with snippets of new information but more importantly, may ask 

you questions about what they’ve learnt. On the 17th of May we are having our Family 

Life session for Grade 3/4 parents. The session runs from 6:30pm to 7:45pm. Last year we 

had lots of parents attend this session with their Grade 3/4 child. It proved to be a great 

ice-breaker for what can at times be challenging conversations to have with our 

children. I encourage all Grade 3/4 parents to attend with their child. 

 

We all know the important role that Mums (or 

Motherly figures) play in raising children and each 

year we celebrate that with Mother’s Day each 

year. Parents and Friends will of course be holding 

our annual Mothers’ Day stall (Friday 12th May) and 

we invite all the Koo Wee Rup Primary School mums 

to come along and join us here at the school for a 

light afternoon tea on Friday the 12th of May. Mums 

can meet in the BER at 2:30pm where we will provide a light afternoon tea that you can 

take to your child/ren’s classroom. We encourage everyone to pack a little something 

extra in their child’s lunch box that day so that your child/ren can have a snack together 

with their mum. 
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This Friday will be the first assembly for Term 2. Assemblies will continue to run each 

fortnight throughout the term. As always, parents are welcome to attend from 2:30pm in 

the BER. 

Friday the 19th of May is Walk Safely to School Day. On this 

day, we encourage students to meet staff at either Tesoro 

Park or Cochrane Park where they can then walk together to 

school. Staff will be at both meeting points at 8:30am. Parents 

are welcome to join in on the walk to school. 

 

 

 

This term’s The Fathering Project is an exciting one with Sensei Michael from Shukokai 

Karate coming along to run a basic introduction to the art of Karate for students and 

dads (or father figure). It is certain to be fun event for all involved. I look forward to 

seeing our dads there! A flyer with more information will come home soon, however I 

encourage you all to put May 24th in your diary for this event! 

 

It is hard to believe that it’s only the start of May and we are thinking about next year 

already however it is almost time for our annual Foundation information evening. This 

event is aimed at parents that have children commencing Foundation in 2024. The 23rd 

of May is the date for this year’s information session. A separate flyer is included 

elsewhere in the newsletter. If you know of someone who’s child is starting school next 

year, please encourage them to come along to this event as it is a great opportunity for 

new families to ask questions and learn more about our school. We are now accepting 

2024 Foundation enrolments. 

 

On Tuesday evening our staff, together with the staff from Lang Lang Primary School and 

some members of Nar Nar Goon and Cardinia Primary Schools undertook the first part of 

training for the Berry Street Educational Model. The BSEM provides a framework and 

strategies to support schools to build stronger relationships with their students. It does this 

through highlighting the importance of student wellbeing and placing the wellbeing of 

each and every student at the forefront of everything we do. Last year a small number 

of staff undertook the training and due to the positive response it was agreed this would 

become a whole school initiative. As a result of the learning undertaken last year, all 

classrooms have implemented ‘Morning Circles’ as a way to start the day. Through 

Morning Circles each student is greeted by name, the class participates in a positive 

primer which is a short, sharp game or activity that activates positive energy amongst 

the group before discussing values and expectations for the day ahead. Generally, a 

Morning Circle will conclude with a ‘What went well’ comment from students where they 

share something that has gone well for them throughout the morning. The Morning Circle 

takes between 5 and 10 minutes and sets the scene for a positive and productive day 

ahead for all students. As a school we have seen the positive impact this one simple tool 

has had already this year with classrooms much calmer and more productive through 

the morning sessions. The complete suite of training will take place through a further 7 

sessions to be completed this year and into 2024. 
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I am certain that all of you have heard in the media, discussion around the current 

teacher shortage. This is impacting us here at Koo Wee Rup Primary School, particularly in 

relation to employing casual relief teachers. Unfortunately there are times when our 

teachers do get sick or have to take leave for personal reasons. In these instances we do 

our best to hire a casual relief teacher for the day. Currently this is not always possible 

due to current staff shortages within the education industry. Some days, the agencies we 

use simply cannot help us and we need to split classes. Where possible we do try to split 

classes within their year level cohort however we often need to extend to older and 

younger year levels in order to keep class sizes manageable. We understand that this is 

less than ideal however we appreciate your understanding. It is not our preference but is 

a product of the current climate within the education sector. Hopefully as more teachers 

graduate from university mid-year the situation will see some relief. 

 

This term we welcome Ms Erin McMillan back to Koo Wee Rup Primary School after taking 

leave to have a baby. Ms McMillan is working in 5/6C as an Education Support Staff 

member.             Ben Zimmerle 

Principal 
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Fou n d a t i on  U p d at e  

We are so excited to be back for Term 2! Foundation students bounded in on Day 1 of 

Term 2 to share what they had done on their holidays with their friends and teachers.  

Last term, students enjoyed experiencing their first footy inflatable day where they 

participated in a range of different activities and practised their footy skills. We may 

have some future AFL stars in the making! 

 

Students also enjoyed their first Easter Parade. They enthusiastically showed off their 

Easter bonnets, that were beautifully made in Art with Miss Irvin, to the rest of the school 

and the community.   The Colour Run was another highlight for students. They had a blast 

running through the obstacle course with their Year 6 buddies getting splashed in 

colours. Foundation G even got to slime Mr Zimmerle and Mrs McNaughton at the end!  

 

In week 1 of this term, Foundation students competed in their cross country, completing 

a lap of the oval and also enjoying some inflatables after their race.  

      

We are looking forward to another exciting term in Foundation! 
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Ju n i or  S c hool  U p d a t e d  

We had a busy end to Term One in Year 1 & 2 with a lot of events in our last couple of 

weeks. 

 

We had a visit from the RACV Safety Squad, where we learnt 

about safety in the home and community. Students enjoyed 

working together to identify different sounds in the 

environment and where they were coming from. They also 

learnt different sounds in the home, such as smoke alarms, 

doorbells and running water. 

 

 

 

 

At the Footy Inflatables Day, students got to kick, handball and mark 

footballs, while also enjoying a jump and slide on the jumping castles. 

There were big smiles and puffed out red faces all around.  

 

 

 

 

The students enjoyed making Easter baskets and joining the Easter 

bonnet parade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Term is set to be busy as we continue working on information reports before moving 

onto narratives. Students will have to use their imaginations and personal experiences to 

create engaging stories.  In Maths, we will begin our unit of work on Addition and 

Subtraction! 
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S c hool  C o m m u n i t y  Ne ws  

For further information, please see information sent via the Sentral Parent Portal or 

contact the office for further information. 
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C om m u n i ty  Ne ws  



 

 

Important Dates: 
A reminder that families can check their calendar of events in the Sentral Parent Portal 

for upcoming events 

Breakfast Club 8:15am every day  

 

Fortnightly from Friday May 5th  School assembly 

Friday May 19th    Walk to School Day from Cochrane and Tesoro Parks 

Tuesday May 23rd   Foundation 2024 Open Night 

Wednesday May 24th   The Fathering Project (more details to come) 

Monday June 12th  King’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday June 23rd   2:15pm end of term dismissal 
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S c hool  C o m m u n i t y  Ne ws  

C ong ra t ula t io ns  t o  ou r  a w a rd  w inn e rs  


