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Together We Learn May, 2025

Last week, 27 of our Grade 5/6 students departed for Somers Camp. Somers

School Camp is a Department camp that invites schools to attend bi -annually.

At each camp, 160 students from schools across the network (and beyond)

come together for 9 days of team building, friendship development, and the
testing of oneds resilience as students ar
challenging activities that encourage them to move beyond their comfort zone.

As a school, we had 3 teachers in Miss Robinson, Mr Brown and Mrs Suzigan
volunteer. This enabled us to be able to send all the students that wanted to

attend. On Thursday of last week, Mrs McNaughton and | visited the students for

a fun afternoon of adventure style activities. It was great to see our students and

hear them share the new friendships theyod
days at Somers, they all had some terrific stories to tell. A big thank you again to

Miss Robinson, Mr Brown and Mrs Suzigan for their willingness to give up time with

their own families to support our students on such a big camp. The campers all

arrived home today. We look forward to hearing about their adventures when

they all return to school on Thursday
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As we head rapidly toward the midway mark of the year, our teachers are busily administering
assessments and writing student reports. Prior to reports coming home, we will be hosting our
mid -year parent teacher interviews. Mid  -year interviews provide a platform for teachers to share

i nformation regarding your <c¢childds progress, ways
child at home as well as identifying future areas your child may need support in the second half
of the year. Parent teacher interviews will be spread across 2 afternoons on the 11 th and 12 th of

June. For students in 12G and 56FP, a 0Getting to Kk
teachers are appointed. Further information regarding interviews and the booking process will
has been provided via the Sentral Parent Portal.

Our new playground is frustratingly close to being finished. A very minor, but potentially
dangerous defect was noted during the initial handover meeting. This has led to delays in being
able to let the students enjoy this new space. | have spoken with ModuPLay earlier this week
and they have informed me that replacement pieces will be provided and fitted before the
week is over. It will be very exciting to finally have access.

Today we have a number of students representing ou
like to wish all of those competing the very best of luck. | know they will try their best and
represent KWRPS proudly.

Last Friday, Ms Jo Peters finished working here at KWRPS. | wish her the best with her future
endeavours. We are continuing to pursue replacement teachers for both 1/2G and 5/6P. We
have engaged the services of a number of recruitment agencies to support our efforts in
securing the services of quality teachers for both classes. Also in staffing news, Mrs Sargent has
taken a period of leave for the remainder of the term. At this stage | am anticipating her return

after the holidays.

We have now fully transitioned across to Noone Imagewear as our uniform supplier. This means

that families can access items when needed via their physical store in Officer. | mention this as

we head into the colder and wetter weather as there has been an increased number of

students wearing non -uniform jumpers to school. | encourage those parents to please be sure to

order the appropriate uniform items from Noone. Additionally, we do provide uniform options for

families experiencing financial hardship through State Schools Relief. Please pop into the office if

you require support with uniform items for your <ch
our Lost Property as there is always a mountain of lost jumpers that must belong to someone.

Lost Property can be found just near Breakfast Club in the BER.
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Principal 6s Message

At Koo Wee Rup Primary School our teachers,
School staff Education Support Staff and the Administration Team
have a right to are committed to ensuring our school is the very best it

be safe at work can be. We appreciate the trust that all families place

in us when choosing to enrol their child at our school.
We also understand that your children and their
wellbeing are of the utmost importance to you. With

Parents, carers, advocates and adult . . . ~ .
members of the school community must t h | S | n mi n d f I (0] d I | k e t (0] e X t
engage respectfully with school staff. . .

ensure that when they raise concerns or complaints

with their chil dds teacher t hi

and respectful manner. Our staff will always do their
best to work in partnership with families to ensure
§ e positive outcomes for the students. In June last year,

The Department updated their Respectful Behaviours
Within the School Community Policy.

within the School
Communy ity Policy.

homua | ez Within that policy the following is stated:

Unacceptable or unreasonable behaviours include, but are not limited to:

1 being violent or threatening violence of any kind, including being physically
intimidating, aggressive hand gestures or invading another person's personal space

1 speaking or behaving in a rude, aggressive or threatening way, either in person, via
email, social media, or over the telephone

1 sending demanding, rude, confronting or threatening letters, emails or text messages
9 discriminatory or derogatory comments

1 the use of social media or public forums to make inappropriate or threatening
remarks about the school, staff or students.

I encourage al l families to keep the above i
teacher. At the end of the day, we all want the same thing and this to support your
child to be the best they can be. | have provided a link to the full policy below.
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful -behaviours -within -school -community -policy

On the 14 t of May, we held our 2026 Foundation information night. The enrolment
window for 2026 is now open until the 25  th of July. If you have a child to enrol or know of
someone who does, please encourage them to do so by the 25 th of July. Keeping to this
timeline enables us as a school to begin our 2026 class placement process in a timely
fashion.

Last Monday was the final day of our School Re
President, Mrs Stacey Webb, for the time she provided the reviewers throughout the
process. |l 6d also | ike to extend my thanks tc

focus groups and class observations throughout the process. In the next few weeks, we
will receive a review report which will guide the development of our next strategic plan
and the work we will undertake over the next 4 years as we continue on our path of
ongoing school improvement.

Take care,
Ben Zimmerle - Principal


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Frespectful-behaviours-within-school-community-policy&data=05%7C02%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C9856bbc9fc324a0bd7bf08dd9c0dd34c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4
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Applications for CSEF close at the end of Term 2. If you are eligible please contact the
office for application forms.

Department
of Education

ORIA
EVernment

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund eligibility
Below are the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
(CSEF).

Criteria 1 - Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a mature minor of sixteen years of age or over, a parent or carer of a student
attending a registered government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must:

+ onthe first day of Term 1; or
+ onthe first day of Term 2.

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder
of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner
Concession Card (PCC) holder; or

b) Be a temporary foster parent; and

c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund (CSEF): Eligibility | education.vic.gov.au

Mature minors or parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance
not income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between 6 and 17 years of age inclusive.

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary
or secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between 5 and 18 years inclusive.

CSEF is not payable to students’ attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooling, or TAFE.

Eligibility date
For concession card holders, CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer’s concession card being successfully
validated with Centrelink (see Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Policy | education.vic.gov.au).

Payment amounts

CSEF payment amount

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the benefit
of the eligible student.

The CSEF is paid directly the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or excursion costs for
your child. Please refer to the policy for the current rates.

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: Camps
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Payment amounts | education.vic.gov.au

Foundation and Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher.
Schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents, so please register your interest at the school.



This term, our Wellbeing sessions will focus on building respectful relationships

Wellbeing News
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and

supporting students with key life skills. The topics we will be exploring include:

Help -seeking 8 Knowing when and how to ask for support

Stress management 0 Strategies to recognise and manage stress in healthy ways
Positive coping & Building resilience and staying calm in difficult situations

Problem solving 9 Thinking clearly and making positive decisions when facing

)l
)l
)l
)l

challenges

Look what is happening at Koo Wee

Rup Primary School!

Library

Open every
day at
recess and
lunch.

STEM club

No
currently
running.

Open every
day.
Doors open
- 8:15am
Doors Close
- 8:40am

Wednesday - lunch

Thursday - lunch
Friday - recess

6"4 '
l. '} §

Art Club
with Miss
Irvin

Tuesday at lunch
time in the Art room.
Doors open at
1:45pm.

& °
YA
. 7 \
\

Wellbeing
with Katie in
the BER

Monday, l 7
Wednesday and @
Friday at recess

and lunch.

Garden Club
with Miss
Herman

Thursday at lunch.
Meet at the bike
shed at 1:45pm.
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Treating and controlling headlice

OFFICIAL

While children are at school many families will have contact with head lice. The information contained
here will help you treat and control head lice.

Catching head lice
Head lice have been around for many thousands of years. Anyone can get head lice.

Head lice are small, wingless, blood sucking insects. Head lice only survive on humans. If isolated from the
head, they die very quickly (usually within 24 hours). They do not generally carry or transmit diseases.

People get head lice from direct hair to hair contact with another person who has head lice. They do not have
wings or jumping legs so they cannot fly or jump from head to head. They can only crawl.

Finding head lice
Many lice do not cause an itch, so you have to look carefully to find them.

Head lice are found on the hair itself and move to the scalp to feed. They have six legs which end in a claw,
and they rarely fall from the head. Louse eggs (also called nits) are laid within 1.5 cm of the scalp and are
firmly attached to the hair. They resemble dandruff but can’t be brushed off.

Lice can crawl and hide. The easiest and most effective way to find them is to follow these steps:

Step 1: Comb any type of hair conditioner on to dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This stuns the lice and makes
it difficult for them to grip the hair or crawl around.

Step 2: Comb sections of the hair with a fine-tooth head lice comb.

Step 3: Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue.

Step 4: Look on the tissue and the comb for lice and eggs.

Step 5: Repeat the combing for every part of the head at least four or five times.
If lice or eggs are found, the hair should be treated.

If the person has been treated recently and you only find empty hatched eggs, you may not need to treat, as
the empty eggs could be from a previous episode.

Head lice eggs

> Head lice eggs are small (the size of a pinhead) and oval. A live egg will ‘pop’ when squashed
[ = /\/ between fingernails.
g : Dead eggs have crumpled sides and hatched eggs look like tiny boiled eggs with their tops cut
SN off.

Treating head lice

Treating head lice involves removing lice and eggs from the hair. There are two ways you can do this.

Department
smoteRIA of Health
Government OFFlClAL
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1. Buying and using a head lice lotion or shampoo that has an insecticide in it. (Also see the section below
called Insecticide resistance.)

2. Using the conditioner and comb method (described above in the section Finding head lice) every second
day until there have been no live lice found for ten days.

If you choose to use a head lice product always carefully read and follow the product instructions. The
following points may also be helpful:

* Head lice products must be applied to all parts of the hair and scalp.

* No insecticide treatment kills all the eggs so treatment must involve at least two applications, seven days
apart. The first treatment kills all lice; the second treatment kills the lice that may have hatched from eggs
not killed by the first treatment.

+ Cover the person's eyes while the treatment is being applied. A towel is a good way to do this.
* If you are using a lotion, apply the product to dry hair.
» If you are using a shampoo, wet the hair, but use the least amount of water possible.

* Apply the treatment near the scalp, using an ordinary comb to cover the hair from root to tip. Repeat this
several times until all the hair is covered.

There is no need to treat the whole family — unless they also have head lice.

Concentrate on the head — there is no need to clean the house or the classroom. Only the pillowcase requires
washing — either wash it in hot water (at least 60°C) or dry it using a clothes dryer on the hot or warm setting.

Insecticide resistance

Insecticide resistance is common, so you need to check that the lice you comb out during a treatment are
dead. If the insecticide has worked, the lice will be dead within 20 minutes. If they are, treat again in seven
days using the same product. If the lice are not dead, the treatment has not worked and the lice may be
resistant to the product and all products containing the same active compound. Wash off the product and treat
as soon as possible using either a product containing a different active compound or the conditioner and
comb method.

The active compounds in head lice products are:

* pyrethrins

» synthetic pyrethroids (permethrin, bioallethrin)

* organophosphates (maldison or malathion)

* herbal, with or without natural (non-chemical) pyrethrins.

Any head lice product can cause a reaction and should be used with care by women who are pregnant or
breastfeeding, children less than 12 months old and people with allergies, asthma or open wounds on the
scalp. If you are unsure, please check with your pharmacist or doctor.

Preventing head lice

There is no product available that prevents ‘catching’ head lice. However, tying long hair back and checking
weekly for lice, using the conditioner and comb method, can help prevent the spread.

Regulations

According to the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2019, children with head lice can be readmitted to
school or children’s service centres after treatment has commenced.

OFFICIAL
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The department recommends a child with head lice can be treated one evening and return to school or
children’s service centres the next day, even if there are still some eggs present. There is no need to miss
school or childcare because of head lice.

The life cycle of head lice

The life cycle of head lice

Pediculus humanus captis o (6]
Emanging from their third moult as
Third moutt 10 days adutt lice, the famals and slightly
after hatching smaler mals begin to reproducs
Second moult five
days after I"atchrg o
Female lays first agg cne
0 or teio daya aftar mating
First moult two days
after hatching )6" _{’ 0
> 6 g Female can lay
e ’, =% 2 approxmately thres
6” O, " L to eight egga per day
Louss emergea after 00 ‘JO' ~f’-, ,’\\ for the next 16 days
aix to s=ven days %%
& %«\9 > 69*9
) i (o]
% o¥
Ys A Hawing ived 32 to 35
o daya the louss diea
Egg i lsid on hair shaft. 0 days 32 to 35 days

Egg iz caled a "nit*

The diagram above shows the phases of a head louse’s life cycle. These include the following:
Phase 1. An egg is laid on a hair shaft. The egg is called a ‘nit’.

Phase 2. A louse emerges after six to seven days.

Phase 3. The first moult occurs two days after hatching — 8 to 9 days in their life cycle.

Phase 4. The second moult occurs five days after hatching — 11 to 12 days into their life cycle.
Phase 5. A third moult occurs ten days after hatching — 16 to 17 days into their lifecycle.

Phase 6. Following the third moult, the louse emerges as an adult. The female and slightly smaller male begin
to reproduce.

Phase 7. Females lay their first eggs one or two days after mating — 17 to 19 days into their lifecycle.

Phase 8. Females can lay approximately three to eight eggs per day for the next 16 days — 19 to 32 days into
their lifecycle.

Phase 9. Having lived 32 to 35 days the adult louse dies.

To receive this document in another format, phone 1300 651 160 using the National Relay
Service 13 36 77 if required, or email the Communicable Disease Section
<infectious.diseases@dhhs.vic.gov.au>.

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, September 2023.
Available at <https://www.health.vic.gov.auf/infectious-diseases/about-head-lice>

OFFICIAL
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Aquarium Excursion

This term, as part of our Geography unit, the
Grade 3/4 students took a deep dive into
learning with an exciting excursion to the
Melbourne Aquarium. The visit provided an
engaging, real-world opportunity to explore
a variety of aquatic environments and the
diverse species that inhabit them.

The excursion supported our learning about
how environments are used and managed,
and sparked meaningful discussions around
sustainability and conservation. Students
were fascinated by the underwater tunnel,
the penguin enclosure, and the interactive
displays that brought classroom concepts to
life.
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What have we been up to
this term?

This term in Year 5/6 we have been
deep diving into the historical fiction
novel | Survived: The Japanese
Tsunami. Through this text, students
have explored themes of resilience,
natural disasters, and survival.
Inspired by the story, they have
created a range of engaging
projects—including detailed survival
kits and informative posters about
the 2011 tsunami. These activities
have helped students connect
deeply with the real-life event!

As part of Education Week, our
students participated in exciting
activity rotations that explored
cultures from around the world.
They learned about countries such
as Sri Lanka, China, and Switzerland.
They learning about traditional
foods, landmarks and customs.

i

i
lhhllllhhhl T

Reminders

On Monday the 16" of June we
will be heading to Monopoly
Dreams, Melbourne. We will be
learning about the different
landmarks around Melbourne
and how to navigate different
maps.
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Footsteps into Foundation 2026

Our ‘Footsteps Into Foundation’ program involves
nine transition sessions, including a parent
information session during Term 3 and 4.

Term 3 Transition 2:15-3:15pm:
Wednesday 6th August, 2025
Wednesday 20th August, 2025
Wednesday 3rd September, 2025
Wednesday 17th September, 2025

Term 4 Transition 1:45-3:15pm:
Wednesday 15th October, 2025
Wednesday 29th October, 2025
Wednesday 12th November, 2025
Wednesday 26th November, 2025

State-wide Transition Day
9am-1pm:

Tuesday 9th December, 2025
y Contact Us:

() 5997 1272

kooweerupps.vic.edu.au

(™) koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Together with Cardinia Shire Council, we wish to remind drivers
of the importance of safety and adhering to the road rules
when parking around the school, at pick up and drop off
times.

To ensure the safety of all pedestrians, students and members of our school community,
we ask that you:
APark only in designated areas: Parking is not permitted on nature strips, no  -stopping

zones, no-parking zones, bus zones, or areas reserved for staff. Please adhere to all sign-
age and the road rules.

AFollow drop -off and pick -up procedures: Use the designated drop -off and pick -up zones
to ensure a smooth and safe flow of traffic.

ABe mindful of pedestrians: Follow directions from School Crossing Supervisors and take
extra caution during peak times when children are arriving or leaving school.

ABe respectful: Council Parking Officers are required to conduct regular patrols around
schools to ensure safety. Please be respectful, and courteous.



