
 

 

November 2023 

Christmas Carols 
Monday 18th December 

From 5pm Family Picnic (BYO Food/Drinks) 5:30pm Class Carols 

Christmas Raffle drawn throughout the night 

Raffle tickets to be sent later in the term 

Raffle Donation Free Dress Day 
Friday 17th November - Free Dress with raffle donation 

Dress in Blue for Bluey Day 

On Friday 24th November students are encouraged to come to 

school in something blue (clothes, socks, hair accessories) to raise 

funds for Bluey’s ongoing care.  For every gold coin donation students 

will also 2 giant pythons as a thank you from Bluey. 
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Last week we welcomed back Mrs McNaughton from a brief period of Long Service 

Leave as we said farewell to Mrs Cruse who is participating in a principal preparation 

internship for the next 4-weeks as part of a course she is participating in. We wish her the 

very best of luck in her internship and look forward to having her back later in 

November. 

On Friday we celebrated World Teachers’ Day. I thought I’d take this opportunity to 

publicly acknowledge the terrific work our teachers do here at Koo Wee Rup Primary 

School. I feel incredibly fortunate as the principal of this school to have such a 

dedicated team of teachers who strive to improve their practice and help make our 

school a great school for the children of Koo Wee Rup. 

I’m sure that none of you need me to you tell that there is a lot happening at our school 

right now. As I type this we have the kindergarten buildings arriving on the back of trucks 

and a gigantic crane lifting the pieces into place. This facility will be a great addition to 

our learning community and will provide the opportunity to strengthen our kinder to 

school transition programs as it opens its doors in 2024. The current timeline is that the 

kinder will be open for children from day one next year. I am currently part of the tender 

process with the VSBA to appoint a provider to run the facility. In the meantime, if you 

have any questions regarding the kindergarten please contact the Victorian School 

Building Authority via their website https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/ . I know that 

the construction phase is having an impact on traffic around the school, particularly 

those who utilise Maughan Road and I appreciate your patience during this period. 

Construction on the gymnasium is in full swing also! The first phase of work has required 

some significant ground work to ensure the concrete slab has a solid base. This has 

involved excavating the entire site to a depth of approximately 1.2 metres before 

trucking in suitable fill which has been compacted to the current height, which is 

thankfully above the flood level. The next stage of works will involve plumbing and 

electrical work in preparation for the concrete footings and ultimately the slab to be 

poured during November. The project is currently on track for the scheduled completion 

date of July/August 2024. It is anticipated the framework will be in place by Christmas. 

Having such a large part of our school fenced off as part of the building compound is a 

challenge for our students, however I’d like to commend the students for being really 

flexible, and for the most part, sharing the oval with each other really well. 

Our annual Art Show was a terrific success! It was fantastic to see so many of our families 

come along and share in their children’s artistic talents. A big thank you to Miss Irvin (and 

many others) for the organisation of the event. 

On Friday the 20th of October I spent the day with our Grade 5/6 boys cricket team as 

they competed in the Division level of competition. On the day our boys won both 

games to claim the pennant. The boys now move on to the Regional finals, to be held 

on Tuesday the 14th of November. Mr Dillon will be stepping back into the coaching 

position for this event. I am super proud of the boys’ achievement so far and wish them 

the best of luck at the next stage. 

This Monday coming our teachers will have their final Professional Practice Day for the 

year. On this day our teachers will spend time moderating student work and working on 

end of year student reports. This is a student free day. Their Care is available for any 

parents that require supervision of their children. This is followed by the Melbourne Cup 

public holiday. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTherese.OCallaghan%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd7d461076ac040bbef3b08dbd91a7a69%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638342479981127319%7CU
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Coming up later this term we have the annual Parents and Friends free dress day. This is 

to be held on Friday the 17th of November. We ask that all students bring along a non-

perishable item to be donated to the Christmas raffle. 

Our final The Fathering Project event for the year is going to be another exciting one! 

We are hosting an inflatables session in conjunction with the Melbourne Stars. This will be 

held here at the school on Wednesday the 22nd of November. Further information has 

been sent separately via the Sentral Parent Portal. It will be important to RSVP for the 

event. 

Italian Day will be held on the 6th of December this year. I look forward to seeing all of 

the children’s Italian inspired costumes. Information regarding Italian Day has been 

distributed via the Portal. 

At this time of the year we are busily working on class structures and finalising our 

enrolments for the new year. If you know that you will not be at our school in 2024, 

please let the office know as soon as possible. Additionally, if you know someone who 

hasn’t yet enrolled their child, please encourage them to do so. 

Before I sign off, I wanted to express my concern regarding the safety of our students 

when commuting to and from school. If your child walks, scoots or rides to school please 

have a conversation with them about doing so safely. We have had a number of near 

misses where students have either walked or ridden out onto the road without checking 

for oncoming traffic. I have raised this with students at assembly on a number of 

occasions however I still receive calls from concerned citizens who’ve had a near miss. 

I’d really appreciate the support of all parents with this matter. 

Ben Zimmerle 
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C om m u n i ty  Ne ws  



 

 

Page 5 

Te rm  4  i n  Fou n d a t i on   

We can’t believe that we have already made it to Term 4 of our first year of school! 

Students have learnt so much over the year and they are excited to be getting ready to 

make the move up into Year 1. We have lots of events to look forward to in the coming 

weeks to round up a fantastic first year of school. These include our excursion to Deep 

Creek Eco-centre, Italian Day and the Christmas concert. 

This term in Reading and Writing, Foundation students have been exploring the Narrative 

genre. They have been studying narratives such as Pig the Pug, Hansel and Gretel, Jack 

and the Beanstalk, Three Little Pigs and Three Billy Goats Gruff. We have then written our 

own narratives and made sure we have included the characters and the setting in the 

beginning, the problem in the middle of the story and how the problem is solved in the 

end. Students have had lots of fun with this unit of work and can’t wait to show off our 

amazing writing to you! 
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Ju n i or  S c hool  U p d a t e  

Our Grade 1/2 students have hit the ground running in Term 4 with our first 5 weeks being 

jam packed!  

We began learning about sharing in mathematics before moving on to fractions where 

students were very excited to begin our unit by creating a fractions wall. Teachers were 

surprised when we started our new mentor text, Stuart Little, as we found out many of our 

students had never watched the movie or heard the story. We are a week away from 

finishing Stuart Little before we start Charlotte's Webb.  

A highlight every year for students is the Art show, this year was no exception as we saw 

many proud faces showing off their artwork.  

This term we are spending a lot of time working in pairs and small groups across 

classrooms to help students get to know everyone in their year level.  

Teachers are hoping this will start to help our students make new friendships going into 

Grade 2 and 3. 
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S t u d e n t  Voi c e  
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S t u d e n t  Voi c e  



 

 

Important Dates: 
A reminder that families can check their calendar of events in the Sentral Parent Portal 

for upcoming events 

Breakfast Club 8:15am every day  

Foundation Transition (Flyer earlier in newsletter) 

School Assembly:    Friday 17th November 

      Friday 1st December 

      Friday 8th December 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours: 

2:30-3:30pm     2:45-3:30pm 

Friday 17th November    Wednesday 1st November 

Friday 1st December   Wednesday 15th November 

Friday 8th December    Wednesday 29th November 
9:30-10:30am 

Tuesday 12th December  

 

Friday 3rd November   Year 5/6 Science Incursion 

Monday 6th November   Student Free Professional Practice Day 

Tuesday 7th November   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14th November   Foundation Deep Creek Excursion 

Friday 17th November   Free Dress - Christmas Raffle Donation 

Friday 24th November   Free Dress - Dress in Blue for Bluey 

Tuesday 21st November    Year 1/2 Deep Creek Excursion 
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C ong ra t ula t io ns  t o  ou r  a w a rd  w inn e rs  


