KOO WEE RUP
A\ Primary School

Together We Learn November 2024

The votes are In!
The students have chosen some key pieces of playground equipment and |
am excited to share an initial concept from the ModuPlay design team.

| am hoping this will be ready for the students at the beginning of Term 1

next year.

KOO WEE RUP PRIMARY SCHOOL New Playground W e e s e

Multiplay Connect Unit;

Same as previous w/ shorter ramp
Monkey bars & tight rope leading from
2100H tube slide tower to GeoClimber
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Principal 0s Message

|
As is often the case, time appears to hit fast forward once Term 4 begins. This year seems
no different as | write the second last newsletter for the 2024 school year. We continue to
have lots of exciting things happening, in addition to finalising our teaching and learning
programs for the year, complete assessments and teachers write end of year reports. As
part of our end of year reporting process we will be hosting end of year parent teacher
interviews on the 2 nd and 3 of December. Information regarding booking will be
provided to parents, via the Sentral Portal soon. This is a change from previous years,
however we feel will provide a great opportunity for teachers to share growth in students
with parents prior to receiving reports, whilst also being able to address concerns that
may be in the written report. Behind the scenes, we are preparing for our School Review
which, as has been previously mentioned, takes place in Term 1 next year. There will be
an opportunity for families to have input into the review with details regarding how and
when to be provided early next year.

At the end of last week, we said farewell o0 for now & to our Business Manager Mrs
Hodgson, who has taken leave to welcome into the world baby Hodgson number two.

Mr Hodgson has begun his period of paternity leave from the start of this week. We all

wish them well for the safe arrival of their child. Mrs Candice Smith, who has undertaken

CRT work with us regularly, wildl be taking 1/ 2t

As mentioned in the last newsletter, teachers are beginning the process of sorting
students into their 2025 classes. Thank you to those parents that submitted placement
requests. The date for requests has now closed and any requests made from this point
forward will not be taken into consideration. Whilst we will make all efforts to honour
requests made, parents need to be mindful that class placement is an incredibly
challenging task. Consequently, whilst all efforts will be made to accommodate
requests, sometimes it simply is not possible. As outlined in the last newsletter, requests for
specific teachers will not be taken into consideration. Our teachers will place students
with their best interests in mind. | appreciate your understanding with this matter.

As a school, we have become aware of a number of recent online incidents of

inappropriate behaviour by some of our students. Whilst the school cannot be

responsible for acts that students engage in outside of school, | do ask that parents

extend a | evel of vigilance in monitoring the
parents to take the time to discuss appropriate and respectful ways to explore the online

world whilst supporting them to know that they can approach the adults in their life for

support when faced with challenging online situations. Mrs Sargent does cover a range

of cyber safety topics in DigiTech classes so students will have an awareness of the

appropriate actions to take.

On Monday, | had the privilege of attending the Koo We Rup
Remembrance Day service. Each year, this service is a moving
reminder of the sacrifices others have made for our country. The
School Captains accompanied me and laid a wreath on behalf of
-~ our school. At the service each year, select students from the local
schools are presented a citizenship award. Students are selected
via a nomination process wundertaken
reci pient was Bl ake. | 6d l i ke to t
~ congratulate and acknowledge this achievement 0 Well done

Blake.
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Zac and Blake are two of our House Captains. The two boys have organised a Grade 5/6
3x3 basketball tournament that takes place at recess and lunch times. This was a big
undertaking on their behalf and so far the tournament has been a lot of fun with many
students coming into the gym to watch the games and cheer on the players.

Coming up on the 29th of November, we will be hosting our final High Ability Day for
identified students. The day will continue to provide a Mathematics focus and will
provide an experience of additional challenge and learning for those students, beyond
the day to day classroom. My thanks to the teachers that have been involved in leading
the high ability work across the school this year.

Our Foundation students will be participating in a Science incursion on the 22 nd of
November. The day is certain to be fun filled with a range of hands -on science based
experiences for the students.

Whilst our kinder to Foundation transition program has been running for quite a number

of weeks, our whole school transition sessions will be held on the 3 d of December
(afternoon session), with the full day Statewide transition session happening on the 12 th of
December. Whilst some adjustment to classes may happen during the first two transition
sessions, we aim to have classes finalised for the full day on the 12 th of December. Grade

6 students will attend their respective secondary schools on this day. Students that have

been identified as requiring additional transition sessions will have time across at KWRSC

on the 27 t of November to provide extra support with the change process.

A highlight on the KWRPS calendar each year is our annual Italian Day! This year, Italian

Day will be held on the 28 t of November. As always, students are encouraged to come
to school dressed up to the theme of Italy! On the day, students will participate in a

range of Italian based activities and have the opportunity to attend a live performance.
Additionally, participating students will receive a slice of Margarita pizza and a gelati

cup. Payment to attend the performance (and receive the pizza and gelati) is via Qkr!. |

look forward to seeing the many creative and colourful outfits. We will start the day with

a parade of costumes in the Gym, just after 9:00am. Parents are welcome to attend.

Recently, parents will have had the opportunity to register for the glasses in schools
initiative. For all those that registered, assessments will take place December 2 nd to 4th,

Later in the term we have both our Grade 3/4 and our Grade 5/6 water safety surf
programs. As detailed in the letter to parents, this had previously been a free activity for
students as we had accumulated funding provided to schools to undertake such
programs through the Covid impacted years. These funds have now been expended.
Whilst the Government does continue to subsidise such activities, there is now a cost to
students that elect to participate. | hope that this will not be a deterrent, as students
report that this is always an enjoyable day and a terrific learning experience.

This year, our Grade 6 Graduation will be held on the 12 th of December. This is always an
incredibly special evening as we celebrate our oldest students and bid them farewell.
Information has been provided to Grade 6 families. Grade 6 students are continuing to

sell Zooper Doopers to raise funds to support their Graduation event.
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Our final assembly this year will be held on Monday the 16 th of December. At this
assembly we will announce our 2025 student leaders. | wish all those students currently
writing their application speeches the very best of luck and | look forward to listening to

them all present over the coming couple of weeks.

The evening of the 16 ™ of December will be our annual Christmas concert. Once again,
this is set to be a great way to end the school year. Commencing from 5:00pm, families

are encouraged to bring along a picnic and set up on the oval. After the success of the

Art Show, we will again be hosting some food stands from which families may elect to
purchase food items, with the Rotary Club running a sausage sizzle, Gary our canteen
man serving a range of food and coffee options as well as the donut van returning.
James, who runs our in -school music lessons will also have a stand set up for those
interested in enrolling in music lessons next year.

We have had some further staffing announcements as we head closer toward the end

o f the year. |l 6d | i ke to congratul ate Mrs
obtaining a position in the private sector from the start of next year. Ms. Erin McMillan,

one of our education support staff, has also been successful in obtaining a position at
another school for 2025 which is much closer to home for her. | wish both staff all the very

best for the next stage of their respective careers. We have been running a number of
recruitment processes. Through the most recent we have appointed Ms. Hannah
Graham. Hannah is an experienced early childhood educator who will bring experience

and some new perspectives to our team. We currently have one position advertised that

we are looking to fill for the 2025 year.

This year, our Eco Leader students have raised funds and set up a bottle and can
recycling program. This has been really successful and | will be taking them to the
Pakenham Can Depot in the coming weeks. The money raised from the collected cans,

bottles and juice boxes will go toward a new community garden at the front of the

school near the old bike cage. Some work in this space has already begun, with some

hi gh school students working with the Menos
installed soon.

Sh
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This week, the Department has provided schools with information regarding the Victorian

Governmentds School Saving Bonus. Below is t
share with families.

Parent and carer School Saving Bonus code distribution P

The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus 0 a one -off $400 support
for government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025.

From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of
Education with your unique $400 School Saving Bonus code.

The School Saving Bonus will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks,
excursions, activities and more.

If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you will
receive one School Saving Bonus code email per child. These emails might arrive on
different days. Please make sure to check your spam/junk email folder.

Parents and carers can use the School Saving Bonus code in store at school -nominated
suppliers. Parents and carers can also choose to access the School Saving Bonus online
system, where they can allocate part or all the $400 bonus to use at school nominated -
online suppliers or for school activities. To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit
School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au (  www.vic.gov.au ). A step -by-step user guide will be
available on the webpage on 26 November. 25

If you have not received your School Saving Bonus code via email by Friday 29
November, please contact the Department of Education by emailing
school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au

‘Footsteps into Foundation 2025’

Koo Wee Rup Primary School strives to ensure we provide a positive gateway into lifelong education for your child. We prioritise
the wellbeing of our students with the understanding that this underpins children’s ability to engage fully in the learning
process.

In the classroom we challenge our students academically through a differentiated approach to teaching, ensuring that the
individual needs of all students is catered to. Our curriculum and way of teaching is constantly evolving so that our teaching and
learning programs are developed in line with current research into educational ‘best practice’.

Our school motto of ‘Together We Learn’ is embedded through a strong professional learning program for all teachers to
constantly reflect and build on their teaching practice.

Our ‘Footsteps into Foundation’ transition program has been established for new Foundation enrolments as a bridge between
kindergarten and primary school. The program involves 9 planned transition sessions as well as a parent information session. As
Principal of Koo Wee Rup Primary School, | invite you to visit our welcoming and friendly school and see for yourself the high
quality teaching and learning programs on offer for all students.

To arrange your personal tour, please contact the school on 5997 1272.

Term 4 Transition (1:45— 3:15pm)
Wednesday 16t October
Wednesday 30t October

Wednesday 13t November
Wednesday 27t November

State-wide Transition (9am - 1pm)

Tuesday 10t December

Moody Street, Koo Wee Rup 3981
Website: www.kooweerupps.vic.edu.au

Phone: 5997 1272
Email: koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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School Community News

READ 50 NIGHTS
8Y THE 9TH OF
DECEMBER TO BE
INVITED TO A
MOVIE
AFTERNOON!

MOVIE
AFTERNOON:
DECEMBER 11TH
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Middle School News

Middle School
Newsletter

Term Y

It's been a busy, engaging, and rewarding term
filled with new learning, teamwork, and lots of fun!

In Mathematics this term, our students are
learning all about fractions. Through a series of
interactive, hands-on activities, students are
developing an understanding of fractions in both
shapes and collections.

This term, students have also been taking part in
wellbeing sessions, with a strong focus on
teamwork and building friendships. Students
worked together to solve problems, encourage
each other, and build resilience through games
such as the human knot.

Students have continued to look forward to 3/4
Sport each week, where they've participated in a
range of games and sports throughout the year.
From kickball to capture the flag and dodgeball,

students have had a great time building
teamwork and staying active.

Upcoming Events

Grade 3/4 body board program -
12th December

Pageé

November 2024
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Senior School News

Exciting STEM Zone Incursion Sparks Curiosity in Grade 5/6

On Monday, 28th October, our Grade 5/6 students took part in an inspiring STEMZone
incursion linked to their inquiry topic in Physical Science, specifically focused on
electricity. Students were introduced to the fascinating world of circuits, exploring how
electricity flows and powers various devices. Working in small groups, they had hands -
on opportunities to create their own circuits, experiencing the thrill of seeing their
circuits light up! As a highlight of the session, students designed and constructed solar -
powered cars that moved through the power of propelled fans. This engaging
incursion encouraged our students to think critically, work collaboratively, and
deepen their understanding of electricity in action. Afterwards, in the classroom

students worked on exploring alternative forms of electricity including wind turbines

and solar panels, looking at advantages and disadvantages of clean energy.
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Italian

CARNEVALE

FOUNDATlOI\! &.YEARI 2 YEAR 3/4 & YEAR 5/6
The students are enjoying our unit on The students are exploring Carnevale, a
Italy. We have been exploring the map of traditional ltalian celebration held in Venice,
Italy, comparing its shape to thatofa [italy. They researched the origin of Carnevale,

long-legged boot and identifying that its when itis celebrated, why it is celebrated and|

capital city is Rome. We have also been h°t‘:' e ‘::,’Iebmted' [ stt.udents are §
learning about some famous Italian CHITRIEFWOIENIS, 0N SLpr D amPTing £ Project an

landmarks and icons such as, the aCamediadellitris{Coredyof .
4

. . Professional Arts) character of their choice.
COIosseurrl, he Leu.nmg Tower of P!sa This will include their place of origin, a
and the city of Venice, famous for its description of their costume and their
canals and gondolas. characteristics.

>

! CARNEVALF &

CARNEVALE IS A CELEERATION HELD BEFORE LENT
WHICH B 4 DF FASTING L
FASTER

ITALIA

£

) .

I
0 DAYS © EADING LIP TO

UPCOMING EVENT-
ITALIAN DAY

We are all so very excited about our
upcoming Italian day taking place on
Thursday 28th November.

The students will be involved in arange
of Italian activities throughout the day,
enjoy a slice of pizza and a gelato for
lunch and get to watch a magic
performance by ‘The Great Armando’.
Itis going to be fantastico!

Please pay via Qkr! by Thursday 21st .

November 2024.




Digitech

DASH, INDI & SO MUCH MORE....

The Foundation students have been
having so much fun exploring a range
of various coding robots and
programs.

They have continued to work on their
problem solving skills and working
cooperatively to manoeuvre Dash
around objects and to get from Point
A to Point B.

Pag&0

The students have also been
learning how to log on using the
correct username and password

carefully selecting the correct
letter keys on the keyboard.
From there, they have been
practising how to locate and open
a blank Microsoft Word document,
type their name and some simple
sentences using the SHIFT key to
capitalise letters and select the
Insert tab to insert different
shapes into their document.
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NEWSLETTER

BASKETBALL
COMPETITION

G-ﬂu 30th of Cctoher. we hosted our

first 2 matches prom the Year 5/6 3v3
Baskethall Competition. Both matches
wiere fast paced and pull of excitement!
We had a stellar crowd turn out of
students and stapf across all year levels
coming to watch and cheer on each
team. I? was great to see competitive
spirits through such riendly and
respectul competition. Well done to all
players.
A big thank you to two of our House
Captains. Zac and Crue por time keeping ¥
and s the matches! And an extra R b W
thanks to Zac and Blake jor organising = = e |
the competition, 4

ReGIONAL 3 |
ATHLETICS

Om the 14th of October. 3 of our
students competed in the rescheduled
Civision BOm Hurdles event at Casey
Fields Regional Athietics Centre. Lexi
and Charlotte both ram excellent times

and Chaise achieved 15t place in his
race. seeing him through to the

Regional stage next weel. We are

proud of all 3 students that
represented our scheol.
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Art

o
TERM 4 ART NEWS

This 6

students worked hard to prepare for the

term, Foundation to Year
Annual Art Show. Ideas around how to
display their best pieces were discussed
and practised and the works were

installed according to these notions.

The evening was a big success and it
was lovely to see some familiar and new
faces! Thank you to all who made the
effort to enjoy a great art exhibition {and
some yummy food from the food trucks

outside).

To finish off the year, Level Foundation, 1/2 and 3/4
students have been exploring earthen ware and air
drying clay techniques. They have been looking at

Australian animals for inspiration.

Year 5/6 students have been working towards

creating murals for the school grounds. Year 5
students are making a Mandalla garden mural to
symbolise growing into the senior school. Year 6
students are following on with the KWRPS tradition
of putting their mark on a totem pole, symbelising

the bridge between primary and secondary school.
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ﬁ NEW KOO WEE RUP STUDIO: LAUNCHES IN 2025

Our Service:
« GUITAR LESSONS

« PIANO/ KEYBOARD LESSONS
LESSONS HELD AT THE BOWLS CLUB

ENROL: www.jpmusicacademy.com.au/book-lesson
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Congratulations to our award winners

Important Dates

A reminder that families can check for upcoming events Parent Portal calendar

School Assembly

Uniform Shop

Friday 15th November

Thursday 21st November
Wednesday 27th November
Thursday 28th November
Monday 2nd December

Tuesday 3rd December

Wednesday 4th December
Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December

Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Tuesday 17th December
Wednesday 18th December
Friday 20th December

Breakfast Club 8:15am every day

Friday 15th November

Friday 29th November

Monday 16th December

2:30-3:30pm

As above assembly dates (not Friday 15 November)

Foundation Science Incursion payment due via QKR
Year 6 uniform orders must be placed via Uniforms by Design
Italian Day payment due via QKR

Foundation transition

Italian Day

Year 3/4 & 5/6 Surf Program payment due via QKR
Glasses for Kids Program in school til 4th December
Parent Teacher Interviews

Parent Teacher Interviews

Whole school transition 2:15pm

The Fathering Project event - more details to come
Statewide Transition

Reading Reward afternoon

Year 3/4 Surf Program

Year 6 Graduation

Year 5/6 Surf Program

Christmas Carols

Class Parties

Year 6 Celebration Day

End of year dismissal 2:30pm




