
 

 

November 2024  

The votes are in!  

The students have chosen some key pieces of playground equipment and I 

am excited to share an initial concept from the ModuPlay design team.  

I am hoping this will be ready for the students at the beginning of Term 1 

next year.  
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Principalõs Message 

As is often the case, time appears to hit fast forward once Term 4 begins. This year seems 

no different as I write the second last newsletter for the 2024 school year. We continue to 

have lots of exciting things happening, in addition to finalising our teaching and learning 

programs for the year, complete assessments and teachers write end of year reports. As 

part of our end of year reporting process we will be hosting end of year parent teacher 

interviews on the 2 nd  and 3 rd of December. Information regarding booking will be 

provided to parents, via the Sentral Portal soon. This is a change from previous years, 

however we feel will provide a great opportunity for teachers to share growth in students 

with parents prior to receiving reports, whilst also being able to address concerns that 

may be in the written report. Behind the scenes, we are preparing for our School Review 

which, as has been previously mentioned, takes place in Term 1 next year. There will be 

an opportunity for families to have input into the review with details regarding how and 

when to be provided early next year.  

At the end of last week, we said farewell ð for now ð to our Business Manager Mrs 

Hodgson, who has taken leave to welcome into the world baby Hodgson number two. 

Mr Hodgson has begun his period of paternity leave from the start of this week. We all 

wish them well for the safe arrival of their child. Mrs Candice Smith, who has undertaken 

CRT work with us regularly, will be taking 1/2H in Mr Hodgsonõs absence. 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, teachers are beginning the process of sorting 

students into their 2025 classes. Thank you to those parents that submitted placement 

requests. The date for requests has now closed and any requests made from this point 

forward will not be taken into consideration. Whilst we will make all efforts to honour 

requests made, parents need to be mindful that class placement is an incredibly 

challenging task. Consequently, whilst all efforts will be made to accommodate 

requests, sometimes it simply is not possible. As outlined in the last newsletter, requests for 

specific teachers will not be taken into consideration. Our teachers will place students 

with their best interests in mind. I appreciate your understanding with this matter.  

As a school, we have become aware of a number of recent online incidents of 

inappropriate behaviour by some of our students. Whilst the school cannot be 

responsible for acts that students engage in outside of school, I do ask that parents 

extend a level of vigilance in monitoring their childrenõs online activity. I encourage 

parents to take the time to discuss appropriate and respectful ways to explore the online 

world whilst supporting them to know that they can approach the adults in their life for 

support when faced with challenging online situations. Mrs Sargent does cover a range 

of cyber safety topics in DigiTech classes so students will have an awareness of the 

appropriate actions to take.  

On Monday, I had the privilege of attending the Koo We Rup 

Remembrance Day service. Each year, this service is a moving 

reminder of the sacrifices others have made for our country. The 

School Captains accompanied me and laid a wreath on behalf of 

our school. At the service each year, select students from the local 

schools are presented a citizenship award. Students are selected 

via a nomination process undertaken by their teachers. This yearõs 

recipient was Blake. Iõd like to take this opportunity to publicly 

congratulate and acknowledge this achievement ð Well done 

Blake.  
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Principalõs Message 

Zac and Blake are two of our House Captains. The two boys have organised a Grade 5/6 

3x3 basketball tournament that takes place at recess and lunch times. This was a big 

undertaking on their behalf and so far the tournament has been a lot of fun with many 

students coming into the gym to watch the games and cheer on the players.  

Coming up on the 29th of November, we will be hosting our final High Ability Day for 

identified students. The day will continue to provide a Mathematics focus and will 

provide an experience of additional challenge and learning for those students, beyond 

the day to day classroom. My thanks to the teachers that have been involved in leading 

the high ability work across the school this year.  

Our Foundation students will be participating in a Science incursion on the 22 nd  of 

November. The day is certain to be fun filled with a range of hands -on science based 

experiences for the students.  

Whilst our kinder to Foundation transition program has been running for quite a number 

of weeks, our whole school transition sessions will be held on the 3 rd of December 

(afternoon session), with the full day Statewide transition session happening on the 12 th of 

December. Whilst some adjustment to classes may happen during the first two transition 

sessions, we aim to have classes finalised for the full day on the 12 th of December. Grade 

6 students will attend their respective secondary schools on this day. Students that have 

been identified as requiring additional transition sessions will have time across at KWRSC 

on the 27 th of November to provide extra support with the change process.  

A highlight on the KWRPS calendar each year is our annual Italian Day! This year, Italian 

Day will be held on the 28 th of November. As always, students are encouraged   to come 

to school dressed up to the theme of Italy! On the day, students will participate in a 

range of Italian based activities and have the opportunity to attend a live performance. 

Additionally, participating students will receive a slice of Margarita pizza and a gelati 

cup. Payment to attend the performance (and receive the pizza and gelati) is via Qkr!. I 

look forward to seeing the many creative and colourful outfits. We will start the day with 

a parade of costumes in the Gym, just after 9:00am. Parents are welcome to attend.  

Recently, parents will have had the opportunity to register for the glasses in schools 

initiative. For all those that registered, assessments will take place December 2 nd  to 4 th. 

Later in the term we have both our Grade 3/4 and our Grade 5/6 water safety surf 

programs. As detailed in the letter to parents, this had previously been a free activity for 

students as we had accumulated funding provided to schools to undertake such 

programs through the Covid impacted years. These funds have now been expended. 

Whilst the Government does continue to subsidise such activities, there is now a cost to 

students that elect to participate. I hope that this will not be a deterrent, as students 

report that this is always an enjoyable day and a terrific learning experience.  

This year, our Grade 6 Graduation will be held on the 12 th of December. This is always an 

incredibly special evening as we celebrate our oldest students and bid them farewell. 

Information has been provided to Grade 6 families. Grade 6 students are continuing to 

sell Zooper Doopers to raise funds to support their Graduation event.  
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Principalõs Message 

Our final assembly this year will be held on Monday the 16 th of December. At this 

assembly we will announce our 2025 student leaders. I wish all those students currently 

writing their application speeches the very best of luck and I look forward to listening to 

them all present over the coming couple of weeks.  

 

The evening of the 16 th of December will be our annual Christmas concert. Once again, 

this is set to be a great way to end the school year. Commencing from 5:00pm, families 

are encouraged to bring along a picnic and set up on the oval. After the success of the 

Art Show, we will again be hosting some food stands from which families may elect to 

purchase food items, with the Rotary Club running a sausage sizzle, Gary our canteen 

man serving a range of food and coffee options as well as the donut van returning. 

James, who runs our in -school music lessons will also have a stand set up for those 

interested in enrolling in music lessons next year.  

 

We have had some further staffing announcements as we head closer toward the end 

of the year. Iõd like to congratulate Mrs Briana Kirkby, how has been successful in 

obtaining a position in the private sector from the start of next year. Ms. Erin McMillan, 

one of our education support staff, has also been successful in obtaining a position at 

another school for 2025 which is much closer to home for her. I wish both staff all the very 

best for the next stage of their respective careers. We have been running a number of 

recruitment processes. Through the most recent we have appointed Ms. Hannah 

Graham. Hannah is an experienced early childhood educator who will bring experience 

and some new perspectives to our team. We currently have one position advertised that 

we are looking to fill for the 2025 year.  

 

This year, our Eco Leader students have raised funds and set up a bottle and can 

recycling program. This has been really successful and I will be taking them to the 

Pakenham Can Depot in the coming weeks. The money raised from the collected cans, 

bottles and juice boxes will go toward a new community garden at the front of the 

school near the old bike cage. Some work in this space has already begun, with some 

high school students working with the Menõs Shed to construct an arbour which will be 

installed soon.  
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Principalõs Message 

This week, the Department has provided schools with information regarding the Victorian 

Governmentõs School Saving Bonus. Below is the information schools have been asked to 

share with families.  

Parent and carer School Saving Bonus code distribution  ל

The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus ð a one -off $400 support 

for government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025.  

From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of 

Education with your unique $400 School Saving Bonus code.  

The School Saving Bonus will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks, 

excursions, activities and more.  

If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you will 

receive one School Saving Bonus code email per child.  These emails might arrive onל

different days. .Please make sure to check your spam/junk email folderל  

Parents and carers can use the School Saving Bonus code in store at school -nominated 

suppliers. Parents and carers can also choose to access the School Saving Bonus online 

system, where they can allocate part or all the $400 bonus to use at school nominated -

online suppliers or for school activities.  To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit ל

School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au ( www.vic.gov.au ). A step -by -step user guide will be 

available on the webpage on 26 November.  לל

If you have not received your School Saving Bonus code via email by Friday 29 

November, please contact the Department of Education by emailing 

school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au  

http://www.vic.gov.au
mailto:school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au
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Schoo l  Commun i ty  News  
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Midd le  Schoo l  News  
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Sen io r  Schoo l  News  

       

On  Monday,  28th October,  our  Grade  5/6  students  took  part  in an  inspiring  STEM Zone 

incursion  linked  to  their inquiry topic  in Physical  Science,  specifically  focused  on  

electricity.  Students  were  introduced  to  the  fascinating world of circuits, exploring how 

electricity flows and powers various devices. Working in small groups, they had hands -

on opportunities to create  their  own  circuits,  experiencing  the  thrill of  seeing  their  

circuits  light  up! As a highlight of the session, students designed and constructed solar -

powered cars that moved through the power of propelled fans. This engaging 

incursion encouraged our students to think critically, work collaboratively, and 

deepen their understanding of electricity in action. Afterwards, in  the  classroom  

students worked on exploring alternative forms of electricity including wind turbines 

and solar panels, looking at advantages and disadvantages of clean energy.  
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I t a l i an  
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Dig i tech  
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A reminder that families can check for upcoming events Parent Portal calendar  

 Breakfast Club 8:15am every day  

 

School Assembly    Friday 15th November  

     Friday 29th November  

     Monday 16th December  
Uniform Shop    2:30-3:30pm      

     As above assembly dates (not Friday 15 November)  

 

Friday 15th November   Foundation Science  Incursion payment due via QKR  

     Year 6 uniform orders must be placed via Uniforms by Design  

Thursday 21st November   Italian Day payment due via QKR  

Wednesday 27th November  Foundation transition  

Thursday 28th November  Italian Day  

Monday 2nd December  Year 3/4 & 5/6 Surf Program payment due via QKR  

     Glasses for Kids Program in school til 4th December  

     Parent Teacher Interviews  

Tuesday 3rd December   Parent Teacher Interviews  

     Whole school transition 2:15pm  

Wednesday 4th December  The Fathering Project event - more details to come  

Tuesday 10th December  Statewide Transition  

Wednesday 11th December  Reading Reward afternoon  

Thursday 12th December  Year 3/4 Surf Program  

     Year 6 Graduation  

Friday 13th December   Year 5/6 Surf Program  

Monday 16th December   Christmas Carols  

Tuesday 17th December   Class Parties 

Wednesday 18th December  Year 6 Celebration Day  

Friday 20th December   End of year  dismissal 2:30pm  

  

Congra tu la t ions  to  ou r  award  w inners  

Impor tan t  Da tes  


