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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

There are times in my role that I am privileged to be able to be part of something really 

exciting for the students. In this case, it is the design of a new playground. Our 

community has worked really hard over the last few years with fundraising, and this, 

combined with some sundry funds from the gymnasium project, enable us to build a 

fabulous new playground for the students. Through School Council, we have selected 

ModuPlay as our preferred contractor. They have supplied me with a range of options 

that we can include in our playground. Currently, the range of equipment available for 

us to pick from is stuck up on posters in the gym. I have asked classroom teachers to take 

their classes into the gym so that each student can have the opportunity to vote on 

pieces of equipment they’d like to see in their new playground. The most popular items 

will be shared with ModuPlay for them to design a unique playground that caters to 

what our students really want to see. I am hoping this will be ready for our students to use 

at the beginning of the new year. 

  

In other building news, we will be having a new fence installed between the staff 

carpark and the playground. This work will happen over the Cup Day weekend. The 

following weekend, a new fence with gates for emergency vehicle access will be 

installed along the Maughn Road entrance to the school. 

 

I have noticed in the first week and a half back at school, there are a number of 

students arriving at school quite early. This is a reminder that students should not be 

coming to school before 8:40am unless they are booked into Their Care or attending 

Breakfast Club. Outside of these two options, there is no supervision until 8:40am. I 

appreciate your cooperation with this to ensure the safety of all students. 

  

Since the last newsletter we have had a few new faces join the staff here at KWRPS. I’d 

like to formally welcome the following Education Support Staff to our school community: 

Hayley Anderson – 1/2K  Jade Laird – 3/4C  Melanie Nichols - 5/6M 

  

Term 4 is always a period that sees some movement of teachers between schools. I’d like 

to congratulate Ms. McAsey who has been successful in obtaining a position much 

closer to home. Ms. McAsey will finish with us at the end of term. In other exciting news, 

I’d like congratulate Miss Bulmer who is expecting with her first child. Miss Bulmer will 

commence Family Leave at the end of Term 1 next year. 

  

Earlier this week we finalised a recruitment process for two classroom teacher positions. 

I’d like to welcome Tara Hughes and Joanne Peters to the KWRPS team. Both will 

commence with us from the beginning of the 2025 school year. 
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

We have recently experienced some success on the sporting field, with a number of 

students representing our school at the District level in athletics. I’d like to congratulate 

Chaise who finished 1st place in the hurdles and will now be moving through to the 

Regional stage of competition. On Friday we have some Grade 5/6 students 

representing our school in volleyball at the District level. I wish those students the best of 

luck. 

 

Foundation 2025 transition continues this term. Part of the transition process has included 

kinder visits from some of our Grade 5 students. This provides the younger children with 

the opportunity to begin connecting with a potential buddy and to have a familiar face 

when they start school. Our Grade 5 students that have attended have thoroughly 

enjoyed the opportunity to join in the kinder program during their visit. 

 

On the 24th of October we have our annual Art Show. This is always a highlight on the 

school calendar and I know that Miss Irvin and the students have put an enormous effort 

into the pieces that will be on display. Having had a sneak peak at some of the work 

that will be on show, I am nothing short of impressed by the talent of our students. For the 

first time, we will have some food trucks onsite for families to purchase food. Options will 

include a bbq trailer, a donut van and coffee van to purchase drinks.    

 

Over the next 6-weeks, our Grade 5/6 students will have the opportunity to participate in 

an Adolescents Program facilitated by Brian Harlow from Koo Wee Rup Regional Health 

Services. We are very fortunate to have Brian run these sessions for our students. 

 

Senior students will also be participating in a STEMZone incursion on Monday the 28th. This 

is certain to be a fun filled experience for these students. 

  

Very soon our teachers will begin the process of sorting students into their 2025 classes. As 

I am sure you can appreciate this is quite an involved process that takes many hours to 

complete. Our teachers make decisions regarding student placements based on 

observations in class and friendship dynamics that parents may not always be aware of. 

In some instances, families may have specific requests. As in previous years, I am 

providing families the opportunity to put any placement requests in writing. Please 

understand that it is not always possible to grant all requests due to the many 

complexities that are involved in the class creation process, however all requests that are 

received will be taken into consideration.   Requests seeking a specific teacher or 

education support staff member will not be taken into consideration. If you have any 
specific requests please put these in writing and address to the school email account 

koo.wee.rup.ps@education.vic.gov.au by the end of the day Monday 11th of November 

2024. Any requests made after this time will not be taken into consideration as the 

process will have already commenced. I appreciate your understanding. Our teachers 

consider the learning needs of students first and foremost in this process. Class lists will be 
finalised for the Statewide Transition Day on the 10th of December. Following this date, 

there will be no changes to classes. 
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P ri n c i p a l ’ s  Me ssa g e  

Students will have an ‘extra-long- weekend to start November. Friday the 1st of 

November will be a student free day as this is our teachers Professional Practice day for 

the 2024 year. Teachers will be using this day to work on end of year reports. Monday the 

4th of November will also be a student free day as this will be our final Curriculum Day for 

2024. On this day all staff will be undertaking professional learning with an external 

consultant. Their Care will be available both days for students that require supervision. 

Please book directly with Their Care. Tuesday the 5th of November is Melbourne Cup Day. 

 

We have lots of exciting events coming up, as always in Term 4. Please keep your eyes 

peeled for further details soon regarding Grade 6 Graduation, Celebration Day, 

Statewide Transition Day, parent teacher interviews, The Fathering Project and of course, 

the end of year Christmas concert. 

Take care, 

Ben Zimmerle - Principal 

 

Department of Education - Social Media Safety 

The Department of Education has a number of helpful hints regarding social media 

safety, please go to the link below for further information. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/safe-socials-parents-and-carers-primary 
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Fou n d a t i on  Ne ws  
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Ju n i or  S c hool  Ne ws  

The grade 1 2’s have come back to school excited to learn! We are looking forward to 

our last term of learning as grade 1 2’s!  

 

Last term we were super busy with many school events 

happening. We went to Casey Fields to compete in our 

whole school athletics under windy conditions! Then we 

were able to celebrate the Olympics with a whole school 

mini-Olympics. We even got to dress up for Book Week 

and Cosy Day! In addition to all of these exciting events, 

we got to spend a whole week learning how to swim.  

 

 

 

Finally, we finished Term 3 with our Footy 

Day! We loved being able to dress in our 

Footy colours, even though most of the 

school were Richmond fans!  

 

 

 

In Literacy - Last term we completed our novel study on ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’, we loved 

getting to know all of the characters that were in Mr Fox’s world. We learnt how to write 

letters to others, such as our friends, parents, and even Mr Zimmerle! We explore non-

fiction books and learnt about new vocabulary. Finally, we finished off the term learning 

about procedures. We even planned how to sneak our teddies into school and hide 

them from the teachers! 

 

We have kicked off Term 4 with our novel study, ‘James and the Giant Peach’! The 

students are enjoying being able to hear about the marvellous adventures that James 

goes on throughout the story.  

In Maths - We had a busy term 3, full of learning about lots of different 

maths topics! We learnt about skip counting, multiplication, 

measurement, chance, addition and subtraction connection, 

patterns, and most importantly, money! 

This term we are learning about division, fractions, mass and capacity, 

and location! 

 

We can’t believe that it is already the last term for 2024. We are 

excited to learn all that we can,  but are a little sad that the year is almost over! 
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The i rC a re  Ne ws  
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S c hool  C o m m u n i t y  Ne ws  
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C om m u n i ty  Ne ws  
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A reminder that families can check for upcoming events Parent Portal calendar 

 Breakfast Club 8:15am every day  

 

 School Assembly   Friday 18th October 

      Friday 15th November 

      Friday 29th November 

      Monday 16th December 

        
 Uniform Shop    2:30-3:30pm     

      As above assembly dates 

 

 Thursday 24th October  Art Show 

 Monday 28th October  Year 5/6 STEM Excursion 

 Friday 1st November  Student Free Day - Teacher Professional Practice Day 

 Monday 4th November  Student Free Day - Curriculum Day 

 Tuesday 5th November  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Im p ort a nt  D a t e s  


